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CHAPTER II. 


NUMBER &. 


The Indians at Natick are formed 
intoa church, after, what was 
ihen deemed, a fuitable time of in- 
fru@ion and tricl—A church 
cathered, and a minifter ordained 
at Mafhipaug—Of Mr. Liiot’s 
ajifants in bis miffonary fervices 3 
cnd biographical fetches of fome 
of them—The ficte of the Chrif- 
tianized congregations aud church- 
ts in 1670. 


JN the preceding number an ac- 

count was given of the ex- 
amination of the Chriflian Indians 
at Natick in refpe& to their qual- 
ifications for baptifm, and being 
formed into achurch ftate. Tho’ 
the examiners received much fat- 
isfaGtion ; and the confeffions of 
many of them, being fent to Eng- 
land, and publifhed, were appro- 
ved of there; yet they were kept, 
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for feveral years after, in the ftate 
of catechumens.* 

At length they were incorpo- 
rated into a church, after the man- 
ner of New-England, giving them- 
felves firft to the Lord, and then 





* Catechumens.}] Perhaps fome young 
readers need to be informed, that this 
word, as here ufed, fignifies perfons 
under inftruction in the principles, and 
duties of Chriftianity, in order to their 
being admicted to baptifm, when it 
fhall appear, that they have, according 
to Chritt’s inftitution, competent quale 
ifications for this facred ordinance. 

Poffibly our predeceffors might keep 
the Indians, who appeared ferious, and 
were well infruéted in the doctrines 
of Chriftianity, too long a time in the 
ftate of Catechumens: Perhaps, that 
might be applied to them, in refpe& 
to admiffion to church privileges, which 
was faid by a Roman hiftorian in anothe 
er cafe. “ Nocuit antiquus Rigor, et 
nimia Severitas.” It may'be, they ine 
fifted upon terms Bigher in degree, than 
the infpired apoftles did, in admitting 
adul:s, converted among the heathen, 
to the pofitive inftitutions of Chriftian- 
itv—At leaft we do not learn from the 
hillory of the New Teftament, that the 
apoftles kept their profelytes fe Jong from 
the enjoyment of the f{pecia! facred ore 
dinances of the gofpel. However, this 
may be alledged in apology for Mr. 
Eliot, aud other ancient divines in Newe 
England, that the caly terms, upon 
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oe to another in an holy cove- 
nant ; promifing to walk togeth- 
ex in all the ordinances, and infti- 
tutions of the gofpel ; and Mr. 
Khiot firfi baptized, and then ad- 
miniftered the Lord’s fupper to 
them.+ Thus was the firft In- 
dian church formed about the 
vear of our Lord 1660, or 1661.£ 

The fame fpirit, which a€tua- 
ted Mir. Eiiot, excited others elfe- 
where to profecute the fame ex- 
cellent work : One of thefe was 
the pious Richard Bourne, who 
foon faw a great citeét of his fa. 
bors. 

In the year 1666, about the 
middle of July, the Hon. Thom- 
as Prince, Eig. Gov. of the ju- 
rifdiGion of New-Plymouth, Mr. 
vhich perfons, in too many of the ef- 
‘iblithed churches in England im their 
day, were admittcd to {pecial Ordinan- 
ces, nuyhtlead them to an oppofite ex- 
treme: Vor in too many inflances, very 
feandaious perfons were admiited to the 
Lord’s Supper, as members of the na- 
tionai church, with little, or no refiric- 
tion. However, they muft be com- 
mended in general, for whug caution in 
their adviffions: And if they exceeded 
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Thomas Southworth, one of the 
magiltrates, Mr. John Eliot, fen. 
Mr. John Eliot, jun. Mr. Sam. 


‘uel Arnold, Mr. John Holmes, 


Mr. William Brimimead, and Mr. 


‘Thomas Cufhman, went to Sand- 


wich to have an interview with 
Mr. Bourne, who lived there, 
and had been inftruéting the In. 
dians in that vicinity, in the Chrif- 
tian faith ; and to make enquiry 
into the progrefs they had made 
in knowledge, and virtue. Mott, 


or all of thefe gentlemen, except 


dhe 


‘the two Mr. Eliots, were inhab- 


itants of Plymouth colony—foric 


‘inthe civil, and others in the Ec. 


_clefiaftical department. 


At their 


| motion a large affembly was con- 
_vened at Mafhippaug [ Mafhpee] : 
| At this meeting a good number 


due limits in their caution, it difcovered | 
a defire in them to avoid making the | 
ipecial inftitutions of Chrittianity com- 


inon tothe qualified, end unqualified 


c 
asvey 


as had been done in too many churches | 


;n Chriftendom. 

+ Magnalia, B. Til. p. 198. Neal 
Vol. I. p. 258. 

¢ I have not yet learned the frecif 


time of forming the church at Natick. 


Gov. Hutchinfon places it in 16513; but | 


this feems to be 2 miftake in chronolo- 


Rourihhed in the r7th century, and be- 


van his career ef public fervice but a | .¢ -, : 
if they faw fit ; fo that if no ob- 
this tranfaction feveral years later : Ja | 


few years alter the middie of it, places 


his letter to Profeffor leu{denof Utrecht, 


dated July 12, 1687, he thus writes, | 
* Ahove cars aco o ft tat |e : 
¢ 26 years avo, he (Mr. hot] | jato church fellowfhip. 


gathered a church of converted Indians 
inatown. called Natick.” According 
toDr. Mather, this church was forme 
about the ycar 1660, or 1661, 


of the Indians, whom Mr. Bourne 
had been inftru¢cting, were examin- 
ed; They gave fuch an account 
of their knowledge, and belief, 
andof the imprefiion the gofpel 
had made upon their hearts ; and 
gave their relations with fuch af- 
feGiion, as was extremely grratcfub 
to the picus auditory. The me- 
giftrates and miniflers, convened 
upon the occafion, received much 
fatisfaction in what they obferved 
and heard: Yet fuch was the 
ri€inefs of thofe who condudied 
ie bulinefs of the mecting, that 
before they would countenance the 
advancement of thefe Indians to 
church fellowfhip, they conclu- 
ded, that their confeffions thould 


t 
+ 
a’ 
ul 


| be written, and a copy fent to 
gy: For Dr. Increafe Mather, who | onal ' } f 
: inc Mather, / each church in the colony for 


their iafpe€tion, and approbation, 


jecuons fhould be offered, they 
might, ata fuitable time, be per- 
mitted, and encouraged to enter 
The con- 
feffions, and relations were very 
acrecable to the churches, to 


‘which they: were communicated. 


ota) pet 


~~ 
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Afterwards, the meffengers of all 
the churches being prefent, and 
giving their confent, thefe Indians 
were formed imto a church, aud 
chofe Mr. Bourne to be their paf- 
tor, who was then by Mr. Eliot, 
and Mr. John Cotton of Plim- 
outh ordained to that office over 
them. The ordination was per- 
formed in the year 1670. Myr. 
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if not perfonal danger, muft be 
expected ; fo thata {pecial, di. 
vine influence upon the mind was 
neceffary to incite a man to en- 
gage init, and purfue it with ref- 
olution, and perfevering fidelity. 
He had the pleafure to find, that 
a gracious anfwer was returned to 
his petitions: He faw generous, 


| and vigorous attempts made by 


Bourne continued in office for fun. | 
ers of the gofpel in feveral places 


dry years.* 


He was an carly fettler in Plim. | ( 


outh colony, and a molt zealous, 
and indefatigable promoter of the 
gof{pel among the Indians.+ 
Befides Mr. Bourne, Mr. Eliot 
had the fatisfa¢tion of having fun- 
dry fellow-laborers in his miffion- 
ary work: Moft of thofe, who 


| 
| 
| 


officiated fatedly, furvived him, | 


and faithfully purfued the fervice 
after he had finifhed his courfe, 
end refted from his labors. 

Soon after entering upon his 
miffion he found, as might be ex- 
pected, the need of more laborers 
in this extenfive, 
work. The minifters indeed in 
his neighborhood gave him ecca- 
fional affiltance ; but their advan- 
tages for inftructing the Indians in 
Chriftianity were, in one re/pe at 
leaft, much inferior to his owa, as 
they could inftru€@t them only by 
the help of an interpreter ; while 
hie, being: mafter of their laaguage, 
did preach to them in their own 
tongue. It was his earneit pray- 
er, that God would fend forth 
itill more laborers into this har- 
velt: And he was the more im- 
portunate, as he was fenfible, that 
but few fecular advantages and 
encouragements attended the fer- 
vice, and much toil and felf denial, 





* Magnal. BD. NL p. 199. Mor- 
ton’s Memorial wader the year 1666. 
t Hutchinfon’s Hit. Mafla. Y. IL. 


2 362. 


and arduous | 








feveral other moft worthy preach- 


fome of them remote from him) 
to Chriftianize the perifhing In- 
dians. 

After fome years, his eldeft 
fon Rev. fohn Eliot of Cam- 
bridge Village, [now Newtown ] 
and Rev. John Cotton, of Plie 
mouth, learned the language of 
the natives, and were able to 
preach to them intheirown tongue, 
aid did fo for a contiderable time 
—Mr. John Eliot, jun. I prefume 
till bis deceafe in 1668——and Mr. 
john Cotton till 1690, if not fome 
years after.* 

A brief account of the othes 
minillers, except two, will be giv- 
en in the words of Dr. C. Ma- 
ther. ‘The epithets he affixes to 
their names fhow in what eftima- 
tion he held them. 

‘6 In Connecticut the holy and 
acute Mr. Fitch has made ncble 
effays towards the converfion of 
the Indians : But, I think, the 
Prince he has to deal with, beiag 
an obftinate infidel, gives unhappy 
hindrances to the fucceffes of his 
miniftry.—Godly Mr. Pierfon has, 
in that colony, deferved well, if I 
miftake not, upon the fame ac- 
count.”’ 

“In Maffachufeits we fee, at 
this day, the pious Mr. Daniel 
Gookin, the gracious Mr. Petes 
Thacher ; the well-accomplithed, 
and induitrious Mr. Grinda! Raw- 





* Maenal. BD. UL P. sor 
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fon, all of them hard at work to 
turn thefe poor creatures from 
darknefs to light, and from fatan 
unto God.” 

“6In the colony of Plimouth 
we have the moft aétive Mr. Sa- 
muel Treat laying out himfelf to 
fave this generation. And there 
is one Mr. Tupper, who ufes his 
Jaudable endeavors for the inftruc- 
tion of them.” 

«© Such as thefe are the perfons, 
whom Mr. Ebltot left engaged in 
the work of golpelizing the In- 
dians, when he departed from his 
employment to his recompence. 
And thefe gentlemen are fo lide- 
fativable - their labors among 
the Indians, as that the moft equal 
judges mut acknowledge them 
worthy of much greater Stipends, 
than they are generoufly content- 
ed with.’’+ 

Mr. Merton, in his memorial, 

mekes mention of two others, 

who were teachers of the Jndians 
in early times, viz. Mr. Brown 
and Mr. James: But I do not 
learn where they refided ; nor 
what tribes of Indians they in- 
firn&ed. 

It is not neceffary to mention, 
in this place, the worthy family of 
Mayhew, on Martha’s Vineyard, 
as a particular account has been 
Given, in the former part of this 
work. of their unwearied, and fuc- 
cefsful labors. 

The compiler is not able to 
give biographical fketches of more 
than two, who have been now 
mentioned, as Mr. Eliot’s fellow- 
Jaberers viz. Mr. John Eliot, 
jun. and Mr. John Cotton. 

‘Mr. John Eliot, jun. was el- 
deft fon of Rev. John Eliot of 
Roxbury : He was horn Aug. 
ait, 1636.—Was educated at 
Harvard College, and was admit- 


t Magnalia B. Il. p. 200, 202. 
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ted to his firft degree, A.D. 1656. 


He is reprefented by writers in 
that century, as a man of an ami. 
able character ; in high eftcem 
with the leiicwind the virtuous and 
the pious. He was happily ac. 
complifhed with gifts of nature, 
learning and grace. His external 
appearance was very pleafing : but 
the qualities of his mind com. 
manded particular refpeét.—He 
was a perfon of a quick apprehen- 
fion, folid judgment, and diftin. 
guifhed prudence—well acquaint. 
ed with the learned languages, the 
arts, and {ciences, for one of his 
time, age, and advantages ; and 
applied himfelf, with great dili- 
gence, to his ftudies, that he 
might make further progrefs in 
ufeful literature. But thofe things 
which finifhed his charafter were 
his piety, faith, love, humility, 
felfdenial, and zeal; thefe emi- 
nently fhone upon all occafions. 
He was a lively, zealous, and in- 
genious preacher ; and his accep- 
tance with the public, as a preach- 
er, was in proportion to his ac- 
complifiments. After preaching 
for fome time, he was called to 
the paftoral office and ordained at 
Cambridge village ; fince that 
time incorporated as a diftiné 
town by the name of Newtown. 
He was filled with a laudable and 
pious zeal to promote the gofpcl 
among the Indians; and by che 
afliftance of his father, and his 
own diligent application, he gatn- 
ed fuch a knowledge of their Jan- 
guage, that he preached to them 
in it for feveral years, and [ fup- 
pofe, till his aces He travel- 
led many miles in a day, once a 
fortnight, to difpenfe the gofpel 
tothem. He was high in their 
effeem and affeétion. They often 
faid, his preaching to them was 
precious and defirable. ‘They, a3 
well as his numerous Englith a<- 
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quaintance fincerely lamented his 
death, which took place O&. 13, 
1668, when he was in the 33d 
year of his age. 

The fayings of pious men, ef- 
pecially when they arein the clo- 
fing {cene of life, are worthy of 
remembrance. This good man, 
from the afpe@ of things in the 
colonies, was led to conclude, that 
the people would, before long, 
experience fome fpecial calami- 
ties, which accordingly befel them 
by the general Indian war in the 
year 1675. 

Being on his death bed, he ad- 
drefied a number of perfons that 
were with him, with great folem- 
nity in the following words ; 
“« My dear friends, there is a dark 
day coming upon New-England ; 
cad in fo dark a day, I pray, how 
will you provide for your own {e- | 
curity ? My counfel to you is, get | 
an intereft in the bleffed Lord Je- | 

hrift; and that will carry | 
you to the world’s end.’’* | 

Mr. John Cotton was the fe- } 
cond fon of Rey. John Cotton, | 
teacher of the firlt church in Bof. | 
ton. He was educated at Har- | 
vard College, and was graduated 
inthe year 1657. Having finith- | 
ed his preparatory ftudies, he com- 
menced preaching ; and officiated 
in feveral places prior to his fet- | 
tlement in the miniftry. Before | 
he was introduced into the paito- | 
ra! office he was defirous to learn 
the Indian language, with a view, 
asmay be fuppofed, to become 
better qualified to inftruG the na- 
tives in the chriftian religion, if 
providence fhould afford opportu- 
mty.¢ He accordingly hired an 
indian for fifty days to teach him 
the Indian language ; but his kna- 





five 
auce 





» Magnalia B. Ii. p. 173. Morton's 


Temorial under A. D. 1668. 
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| to preach the gofpel ; and appear- 
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vith inftrutor, having received the 
ftipulated fum, for the whole term, 
too foon, ran away before twenty 
days expired : however, in this 
time he had made fuch proficien- 
cy, that, by fuitable application 
afterwards, he was able, beforea 
great while, to preach to the na- 
tives. 

Before he was fixed in a parifh, 
he preached to the Indians on 
Martha’s Vineyard about two 
years, as an affiftant to Mr. May- 
hew, as has been already mention- 
ed. Other evangelical fervices of 
his among the Indians will be re- 
lated in the fequel. 

*Mr. Cotton was called to Bli- 
mouth, A. D. 1666 ; but being 
under engagements elfewhere, he 
could not then come; but the 
church renewing their invitation 
the vear following, he removed to 
Plimouth with his family, Now. 
1667 ; but he was not ordained 
tullJune 30, 1669. 

He was a man of ftrong men- 
tal powers, and of good abilities 
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edto be intent in performing the 
various duties of his ftation in pub- 
lic, and private. He was not on- 
ly a profitable preacher; but ap- 
peared to do much good by his 
private vifits, and addreffes to the 
people, 

At an early period after his iet- 
tlement, he, and the ruling elder 
made it their {pecial work to pa 
together, thro’ the whole town, 
from family to family, to enquire 
into the ftate of fouls; and ac- 
cording as they found the frames, 
either of the children of the 
church, or others, fo they applied 
counfels, admonitions, exhorta- 
tions, and encouragements ; which 
fervice was attended with a blef- 


—————& 


* Hiftory of the Churchin Plimozth, 


p: 16, 17. 
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fing: For in feveral with whom 


God had begun his work, it pre- 


vailed to ftir them up to lay hold | 


sand others were 
ferioufly to at- 


cf his covenant 
awakened more 


‘fouls, and practife family 
rayer more conttantly. The 
work of .God feemed, in thofe 
days, to have a confiderable revival. 
Mr. Cotton, foon after his in- 
troduction into the miniftry at 
Phmouth, entered upon the work 
of aang the children under 
his palt oral care: he attended 
this bufinefs once a fortnight ; in- 
Rtruaing the males at one time, 
and the females at another. 
He kept out a vigilant eye to 


difcover, if any fpecial irregulari- | 


tics were prevalent among profef- 
fors, and others of the congrega- 
tion ; and made ufe of fuitable 
meafures to remove, and prevent 


and was earnett 
to co-operate 


among them ; 

with the church 
with him, and 
hands ; 
the children of the church, that 
they might be kept from tranf- 
grefling the laws of God, and vi- 
olating their baptilmal engage- 
snents—TIndeed it mult be fpokea 


that they were very ftri€tin watch- 
ing ove thechildren of the church. 


Mr. Cotton took much pains, | 


in various ways, to promote Chrif- 
tian knowlege, as well as true re- 
ligion in the congregation. Some 
years after his fettlement, he de- 
fired all thofe baptized perfoas, 
who were heads of families, to 
come to his houfe on a certain day: 
They generally complied with his 
propofal. He then gave them 
fundry queftions, to which he re- 
quelted that anfwers fhould be re- 
turned, at a fixed time, out of 


ftrengthen his | 
and to take due care of 





[Sepr, 


the holy feriptures. This exer. 
cife was to be attended once jy 
two months; and it was fo fo; 
feveral years, not without a blef. 


‘fing, and fome good fuccef;, 
tend upon the means of grace, | 
and to mind the concernments of 


Men of thirty, forty, and fifty 
years of age attended, and gave 


| their anfwers in writing to thof 


i quettious. Then the paf. 

, having read all their anfwers, 
oat his own to each quettion, 
and preached upon them. The 


ruling elder was always prefent, 
_and made the concluding prayer. 
| And ordinarily many, if not mo 


of the church were then prefen: 


| alfo. 


Towards the clofe of his mie. 


| try in Plimouth Mr. Cotton in. 


troduced a new method of cate. 
chifing (in which he ufed the ai. 


fembly’s fhorter catechifm) at. 
| tending it on Lord’s day noons a 


the meeting houfe, inftruting the 


males one fabb ath, and the females 
- “ { 
in future, fuch evils as were found | 


another fx seceffively ; ; and then 
preached on each head of t divinity, 
as they lie in order in that cate. 
chifm. ‘This courfe was conftant 


| ly attended for more than three 


years, till the difmiffion of the 


| paitor ;: On communion days, in 


the fhort winter days, and in very 
unfeafonable weather, there was 


' aneceflary omiffion of this fervice. 
to thehonorof this ancient church, | 


Many of the congregation ufually 


| heard the fermons preached at the 


catechilings ; aud God ftrength- 
ened, and encouraged the work. 
{n the year 1694, an unhappy 
controverfy arofe between Mr. 
Cotton, and the church refpett- 
ing fume ecclefiaftical matters : 
And this, it feems laid the founda- 
tion for the diffolution of the re- 
lation between him and the peo- 
ple. Thefe affairs were in debate 
about three years, and occafioned 
fome confiderable ferment : And 
tho’ fometimes the difference feem- 


ed to be ina meafure compoled, 
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‘¢ would foon break out afreth : 
And this difpofed the diffatisfied 


fas is common in fuch cafes) the 


reports, a8 fome raifed of their | 


pallor, which added fuel to the 
fame. At length the affair came 
to acrifiss A council was called 
by mutual confent, who took 
great pains for an accommodation 
of differences, and a complete 
reconciliation ; but not fucceed- 
ing, they, at laft, advifed the 
pattor to afk a dimiffion, and tbe 
church to grant it, “ with fuch 
expreffions of their love, and char- 
ity as the rule called for.” Mr. 
Cotton accordingly refigned, and 
at his requeft was difmiffed, O&. 
5, 1697, to the great grief of a 
number in the church and town. 
After this, he tarried a little more 
than a year in Plimouth. And 
then having a call to Charlefton, 
in South-Carolina, he aecepted 
alie invitation ; and having com- 
pofed all differences with Plim- 
outh church, and receiving a re- 
commendation from feveral minif- 
ters, he fet fail for Carolina, Nov. 
is, 1698. Arriving there, he 


gathered a church, and was very 
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‘ 


honor ; being, thro’ the blefling 
of Heaven, a fpiritual father to 


great numbers among them. The 
more readily to liften to fuch il | 





diligent, and fuccefsful in his la- | 
bors, as appeared from a daily | 


journal under his hand, left among 
his papers, in which are the devout 
breathings of a pious foul, holdmg 
daily communion with God. He 


1Sth Sept. 1699, about 60 years 
of age. In the fhort time of his 
continuarce among them, there 
were about 25 members added to 
the church, befides thofe, that 
were firft incorporated ; and many 
were baptized. He had great re- 
ipett fhown him, efpecially by 
thofe that were good, and by 
fome perfons of fpecial diftin€tion. 
He was there counted worthy of, 
and accordingly received double 


church there was at the charge of 
his funeral; and, in token of re- 
fpeét, ereéted a handfome monu- 
ment over his grave.* 

Mr. Eliot continues his labo- 
rious fervices among the Indians 
—does not intermit his exertions 
—is rather invigorated by having 
others joined with him in the fame 
charitable work. In 1670 lhe 
made a vifitation to the congrega- 
tions of gofpelized Indians in the 
Maffachufetts, Plimouth and the 
Vineyard 3 gathered fome church- 
es, and ordained elders in them. 
He kept a journal of thefe tranf- 
actions in this year. I have not 
had the pleafure to fee it : But it 
feems Mr. Hutchinfon had, and 
made extra€ts from it, concerningr 
the flate of the Chriftianized 
churches and congregations of In- 
dians in 1670. Some extras 
from his publication will conclude 
this number.+ 

Mr. Eliot having given an ac- 
count of his vifiting the Indians 


and aflilling in the ordination of 
Mr. Bourne in the former, and 
Hiacoomes and John Tackinath 
in the latter place ; (which tranf- 
aétions have been already related ) 
goes on with his narrative: viz. 


‘The teacher of the praying in- 
died there, much lamented on the | 


dians at Nantucket came to the 
Vineyard, and made report, that 
there were about go families that 
prayed to God in that Ifland ; 


| and advice was given, that fome 


\ 


' 


| 


of the molt godly among them 
fhould join to the church at the 
Vineyard ; and after fome expe- 
rience of their orderly walk, fhould 





* Hitt. of the church in Plimouth, 
Pp» 19, 20, 23, 22 


+ Hitt, Mafla. V. Ir ps 166-168. 
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iffue forth into church ftate among 
themfelves, and have officers or- 
dained. 

Mr. Eliot then takes notice of 
the flate of the Indians in the 
Maffachufetts Bay at this period. 

Natick wes the chief town, 
where mof of the Indian rulers 
dwelt, and where their courts were 
held. There were two teachers, 
John and Anthony ; and betwixt 
forty, and fifty communicants ; 
and fundry more propofed to join 
to the church. 

Punkapoe [now Stoughton} 
was the fecond town, where the 
Sachems of the blood, as they 
term the chief royal line, had 
their refidence and nghts; which, 
in other parts, as Mr. Eliot fays, 
were moilly alienated to the Eag- 
lith towns. It is fuppofed, that 
the Indians of Naponfet, or Mil- 
ton, before this time, had remo- 
ved, and fettled with thofe of 
Punkapog, beyond, or about the 
blue hills. Their chicf ruler and 
teacher was Ahauton. 

Haflunimefut, or Haffanemif- 
cot were the Indians next in or- 
der of dignity, and antiquity ; 
from thence came feme of the 
chief friends to praying to God. 
They lay upon Nichmug river— 
were ilri€t obfervers of the fab- 
bath ; and were judged by all 
travellers, efpecially fuch who had 
occafion to lodge among them, to 
be fincere in their religious pro- 
feffions. ‘They had two teachers, 
Annuweckin, and Tuppukkoow- 
elin, charafterized found, and 
godly men. 





-* I f{uppofe this was the place which 
afterwards was called Grafton, which 
is near Worcefter inthe Mafachufetts. 
I recolle&, that above 50 years ago, 
fome aged men, who were born, and 
bro’t up near Grafton, cufvomarily cal- 
led it Hafnemift, which was doubtlefs 
an abbreviation of Haferemifo, 
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Ogguonikongquamefut was the 
next praying town, which border. 
ed upon Marlborough. Solomoa, 
judged to be a ferious, and found 
Chriftiau was their teacher. 

Nafhope was the next. Ta. 
hattawans was called a Sachem 
of the blood, a faithful, zealous 
Chriftian was their rulers Their 
minifter John Thomas, a godly, 
uiderftanding Chriftian, was their 
teacher. Their town lay in that 
part of the country where the Ma. 
quas, or Mohawks hunted, and 
had been much molelted, and for 
a time was deferted: But in 1670 
the [idians returned, and dwelt 
there. 

Wamefut was another praying 
townupon Merrimack river, where 
Concord river falls into it. Their 
Sachem was Nomphon, a man ai 
a noble fpirit. This place had 
been fo much molelted by the 
Mohawks, that, the year before, 
they joined with a body of north- 
ern Indians, and fome of Pur. 
kapog in an expedition againt 
them, which proved unfuccefeful. 
George was their teacher. They 
were not, in general, much noted 
for their eitcem for religion. 

Pantucket, at the falls in Mer- 

imack river, was the place of 
another fet of praying Indians. 
The Pennicook ludians had coz:e 
down the river, and built a fort at 
Pantucket, and were great oppo- 
fers, and obftinately refufed to 
pray to God ; but being concern 
ed in the expedition againft the 
Mohawks, moft of them were cut 
off ; and fince that time the Pan- 
tucket Indians were, at leaft fev- 
eral of them, become praying In- 
dians ; and Jethro was fent to 
preach Chiift to them. 

Magunhukquok, whcre Simon 
was teacher, on the weft of Ne- 
tick ; and Quanatuflet, which was 
under the care of the Haffanemifco 
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teachers, are the two other towns 
mentioned. 

By this account of Mr. Eliot 
we fee, in general, the ftate of 
theChriflianized Indians in 1670. 
Twelve towns, orvillagesare men- 
tioned in this narrative, as con- 
fifting of praying Indians. 

It muft have given Mr. Eliot 
great pleafure, upon his vifitation, 
to find fo many brought out of a 
ftate of heathenifh darknefs into 
the light of the gofpel—to find fo 
many teachers among them of 





their own nation, who appeared 
to be men of underitanding and | 
real religion. 

Great muft have been his }a- | 
bor and fatigue, in taking this | 
extenfive circuit—in preaching— 
in conferring withthe {tated teach- 
ers, and giving them further in- | 
ftrutions in Chriftianity, and in 
the various duties of their ftation ; 
and in attending to many other 
ecclefiaftical concerns : But filled 
with a glowing love to his Sav- 
jour, and to thofe that were pur- 
chafed by His blood, he purfued 
the work with chearfulnefs, dil- 
igence, and refolution ; and 
nothing difcouraged him from 
preaching, to the utmoft of his 
ability, the unfearchable riches 
of Chrift among the Gentiles, 
and thofe who had been lately 
fuch. He was willing to {pend 
and be fpent in this benevolent 
work. (To be continued. ) 





Saving Faith diftinguifhed fromthofe 
exerci/es, which men are in dan- 
ger of miftaking for it. 

AITH is a Chriftian grace, 

to which the bleflings of 
eternal life are conneéted, by the 
promifes of God. Such as have 
it not, mutt fuffer the punifhment 
due for their fins. We are re- 
quired to examine ourfelves, whe- 
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ther we are in the faith. All 
are concerned to underftand its 
nature and effeéts; for the dan- 
ger of miftaking whether we have 
it, arifes in a great meafure from 
our being liable to have wrong 
ideas concerning it. This differta- 
tion ts intended to exhibit the nature 
and effets of faving faith, and alfa 
the nature and effe&s of feveral /pu- 
rious kinds of faith, which men are 
liable to miftake, and have in far 
miftaken for it. " 

Saving faith implies in it a be- 
lief of the doétrines and promifes 
of the gofpel ; efpecially of thofe 
doétrines, which refpeé the law 
of God, the fallen ftate of man, 
the perfon and work of Chrift, 
the office of the Holy Spirit in 
the falvation of men, the founda- 
tion of pardon and acceptance 


'with God, and the nature and 
_excellency of the bleffings prom- 


ifed to believers. All thefe doc- 
trines relate to the way of our 
falvation, and are fo connected 
with each other, that faith in 
Chrift cannot be exercifed, with- 
out fome juft apprehenfion of 
them. 

The true believer confiders the 
law of. God holy, and the com- 
mandment holy and juft and good 
—a juft declaration of the real 
duties refulting from the relations 
in which we ftand to God, and to 
our fellow-creatures ; and a juft 
declaration of the punifhment due 
to fuch as difobey, and refufe to 
fulfil thofe duties. He confiders 
the law as juft in itfelf, and good, 
as it is fuited to the ftate and ca- 
pacity of the creatures to whom 
it is given; and holy, becaufe it is 
pure and free from any defect or 
connivance at fin. He believes 
this law isof infiniteand unchanges 
able obligation ; that it would be 
better that heaven and earth 


fhould pafs away, thag that one. 
Vou. LV, No. 3. M 
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jot or tittle of the law fhould be 

iven up—that men are bound 
in all poflible circumftances, to 
maintain a perfect and invariable 
obedience to the law, both on ac- 
count of its fitnefs, and the infin- 
ite authority by which it is given. 
T'o him there is force in the fub- 
{cription fo often annexed to the 
commands, ¢ J am the Lard.’— 
It is effential to faving faith, that 
a man fhould believe that the law 
is {piritual, extending to the heart, 
and all its exerc ifes—that he un- 
derftand that it enjoins holy, im- 
partial love, and fuch a life as 
this love, in perfe&t and com- 
manding influence, w suld produce, 
in all cafes, God and 
man. The fays infpira- 
tion, ¢ is fpiritual’ and it requires 
the heart. 


tow ards 


law,’ 





It is alfo necefary to faving 


faith, that a man fhould view him- 
feif a tranfgreffor of this law, 
guilty of violating infinite obliga- 
tions, by nature totally depraved 
in heart, every imagination of the 
heart being only ‘evil, guilty of 
total difobedien ce to the divine 
law, wholly inexcufable, deferv- 
ing of its curfe;—th at it is necef- 
{ary that the law fhould be fup- 
ported, and that he is fo utterly 
undone, that he can make no 
atonement, or do any thing to 
render it juft for God to deal with 
him better than the law provides, 
on account of any righteoufnefs in 
his power ; and that he is forever 
ruined, unlefs faved by a Redecm- 
er. All this is neceffary, in or- 
der to have jull ideas of the work 
of Chritt. 

Further: Saving faith implies 
fome right ideas of the 


Chrifl—that he is eam, and fo 
capable of obedience a: 
inge,—that he is God, and fo his 
obedience and fuflerings ave of ia- 


id tuft ifter 


perfon of 
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finite avail, and that he is fully 
able to make an adequate atone. 
ment for fin. 

It is alfo neceflary to under. 
ftaud that Chrift did come, and 
obey and fuller fufficiently to 
magnify the law, and make it 
honorable ; fo that it is now jult 
and right for God to pardon fin. 
ners, though he regards them as 
unworthy of favor, and deferving 
his curfe. He may, as a reward 
to Chrift, and to anfwer import- 
ant purpofes, difpenfe with their 


punifhment, and receive them into — 


favor, and can do it confiftently 
with infinite holinefs and reéti- 
tude. The believer regards Chnitt 
as the only Saviour, fees his ful- 
nefs, fees him perfeé in all his 
offices, as Prophet, Prieft and 
King. He regards Chrift as de- 
lighting in the law, and loathing 
fd abhorring every thing of an 
immoral nature in the finner, even 
at the time of his making the a- 
tonement ; and fees, that it was of 
pure grace, that he undertook the 
work of a Redeemer. He up- 


| derftands that Chritt igfifts on the 


law, and its immutable obligation, 
condemns all fin, will fupport his 
law, and demands our perfec 
conformity to it. He has no idea 
that the gofpel is built on the rue 
ins of the law. 

Befides: The belicver is fenfi- 
ble, that the carnal heart is too 
corrupt to relifh thefe doétrines, 
and by any created means, to be- 
come reconciled to God. He 
fees the need of the Holy Ghoft 
to fubdue the obftinacy, change 
the heart, and work in him both 
to will and to do,—that his wick- 
ed, corrupt fpirit muft be chang- 
ed by the Spirit of God, that he 
muft be born of the Spirit, and 
that the Spirit muft be in him, 
and dwell in him, and by his ewn 
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agency carry on the work of grace 
in him, or it will never be efleét- 
ed. He confiders men as made 
willing in the day of God’s pow- 
er, and fanctified by the abiding 
influence of the Holy Ghott. 

Faith alfo comprifes fome juft 
ideas of the good promifed to ‘be- 
lievers; that it is of a f{piritual na- 
ture, conlifts im holinels, conform- 
ity to God and his law, in ferving 
him, beholding Chill, enjoying 
God, and the light of his counte- 
nance, and the fociety of holy 
beings, who are animated with 
that holy love, which is the ful- 
filling of the law. The promifes 
are, that fin fhall be pardoned, 
punifhment not be inflicted, that 
believers fhall be with Chritt, fee 
him as he is, be like him, be im- 
mortal, be delivered from all evil, 
natural and fpiritual, and that | 
they fhall enter into the joy of | 
their Lord. The rewards prom- 
ifed are not temporal nor carnal ; 
they are eternal, and fuch as an 
holy heart alone can relifh. Such, 
one inthe exercife of faith, views 
them to be. 

Further: Faith implies in it a 
{trong confidence that God will 
fulfil all thefe promifes, to every 
one that believes. This confi- 
dence is founded on the veracity 
of God, who cannot lie, and is 
ftrengthened by confidering the 
wonderful provifion which God 
has already made for the falva- 
tion of thofe who believe on his be- 
loved Son, and by re flecting on the 
work of the Holy Spirit, in hav- 
ing actually begun the work of 
fanctilication in their hearts. Ali 
thefe confiderations powerfully 
convince the minds of Chriftians, 
that God will not fail in his prom. 
ifes. 

Moreover : One in the exer- 
cife of an holy faith, not only be- 
lieves that thefe gofpel doftrines 
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are true, but he approves of 
them, and relifhes them all in his 
heart,—fees the excellency of 
them, and takes great comfort in 
contemplating them. He is fuit- 
ed with the divine law, delights in 
the law of the Lord, and has ref. 
pect to all his commandments, is 
pleafed with being under indif- 
penfible and eternal obligations 
to obey 1 tt. Here joice ‘s that God 
will fupport it, a ind delights in 
him as the morai governor of the 
world. He 6 a the penal- 
ties, and confiders the gift of this 
| law as an expreflion of ‘the infinite 
| 





goodnefs of its author, and he de- 

fires no abatement or alteration, 
| but rejoices in it, as holy, juft 
and good. 

In the exercife of this faith, a 
man is fuited that the inhabitants 
of this world, and that himfelf in 
| particular, fhould be regarded as 
finners, by nature w holly deprav- 
ed in heart, and altgeether vile 
and hateful, that God fhould con- 
fider them fo, that Chrift and ho- 
ly beings, and even all intelligent 
creatures fhould view them in this 
light, and that the gofpel plan of 
falvation fhould be fo adjuited, as 
to hold this out as a prominent 
idea, and be calculated in all its 
parts, to exhibit it in the cleare 
light, and fave them upon the 
given point that this is their true 
charatter. On this account he 
approves of, and delights in the 
atonement of Chrift, becaufe it 
does in the mott emphatical man- 
ner juflify God and his law, and 

condemn fin, and reprefents that 
all who are faved by it, are vile 
and hateful, and actually deferve 
the curfe of the law to be infli@- 
ed upon them. On this account 
alfo, the believer is peculiarly de- 
lighted with the mediatovial right. 
eoufnefs of Chriit, wraaght’ out 
for thofe who are jultified, bes 
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caufe it clearly reprefents them as 
being deftitute of any righteouf- 
nefs, on account of which God 
could take them into favor. In 
the exercife of faving faith, the 
believer wifhes the whole truth 
refpeCting himfelf to be brought 
to light, that his falvation might 
be diftin@ly feento be wholly a 
matter of pure tree grace, to the 
glory of God.—it is a diftin- 
guifhed beauty in Chrift, and the 
believer views it fo, that he isa 
firm friend to the law of God, 
and has eftablifhed it by his obe- 
dience and fufferings, that he is 
a determined enemy to all wicked- 
nefs, and is refolved to fee the 
holy government of God fupport- 
ed againft all its enemies, and 
takes effeGtual meafures, both by 
his atonement, and by the final 
condemnation of all unbelievers, 
to manifeft his infinite difpleafure 
at all fin. 

Nor is the believer lefs fuited 
with the public manifeftation of 
the entire depravity of the hearts 
of men by nature, which is made 
by the provifion for the recovery 
of the ele&t to a reconciliation un- 
to God. That the Holy-Ghoft 
is employed to change their hearts 
by his almighty power, and to 
take up his conftant dwelling in 


The gofpel Faith difttnguifbed. 





{Serr, 


known as fuch, that the wonder. 
ful grace of God might appear 
moft confpicuous in the falvation 
of fuch finners. 

Saving faith is alfoan exercife, 
in which the believer takes great 
delight in the nature of the good 
promifed to believers. He de. 
fires above all things that holinefs 
and enjoyment of God, and that 
fervice of God, in which the pro- 
mifed bieffings effentially confit. 
God in promiling thefe things to 
his people, promifes to give them 
the defires of their hearts. It is 
for fpiritual bleffings that they 
pant, and thefe they rejoice to 
find promifed. They ‘choofe the 
teflimonies of the Lord for their 
heritage forever.’ 

It is a precious circumftance to 
believers, that the whole work of 
falvation is all of God, and all of 
grace, inthe preparation made— 
in fingling out the veffels of mer- 
cy, fo that they fhould be faved 
whom infinite wifdom fees beftt— 
in the regeneration, fanétification 
and falvation of the ele&t.—Thefe 
are fome of the do&trines which 
faith confifls in believing, delight- 
ing in and approving. For thefe 
reafons, the gofpel appears glo- 
rious and excellent in their eyes. 

Further: Saving faith alfo im. 


them, and carry on the work of | pliesin it, that he who believes, 


fantification, keeping the chrif- | 


tian from apoftacy, and preparing 
him for glory. He is fuited, 
that by this provifion, God has 
effectually informed heaven and 
earth, that even believers in this 
world, are fo corrupt and unfta- 
ble, that they muft be kept by 
the power of God, through faith, 
unto falvation, and that he muft 
work in them both to will and to 
do. This indeed gives a bad 
chara&ter to man; but the belie- 
ver knows it is a true one, and 
withes itta be acted upon and 





does in fa& for himfelf, come 
juftifying God, condemning him- 
felf, relinquifhing all pretences to 
natural pie i or any worthit- 
nefs, and relies on Chrift, catts 
himfelf upon his atonement and 
righteoufnefs, and defires pardon 
and acceptance only in this way; 
—that he gives up all other de- 
pendance and hope, and reits here 
—that he alfo looks to God alone 
for gracious communications of 
holinefs and fanétification, and 
cafts himfelf upon mercy, faying 
unte God, * All my exnectation 
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‘s from thee.? In this way, does 
every true believer exprefs his ap- 
probation of the whole gofpel 
icheme, his fenfe of his own vile- 
nefs, and his confidence of the 
faithfulnefs of God to his prom- 
ifes. In doing this, and in obe- 
dience to the will of God, he 
gives the greateft poflible evidence 
of his cordial approbation of the 
gofpel. And this he does in pro- 
portion to the ftrength of his faith. 
mitis to the Chriftian a peculiar. 
ly delightful exercife of faith. 
He delights to prefent himfelf, 
foul and body, asa facrifice to 
God, to be the Lord’s, and be a 
oor vefiel, to be put to fuch ufe, 
and brightened to fuch excellence, 
as God fhall choofe to bring to 
pals, that he may be to the glory 
of God, and of Chrift his Re- 
deemer. In doing this the be- 
liever fets his feal to the truth and 
excellency of the gospel. Thus 
the prodigal fon, who is defigned 
toilluftrate the return of finners 
unto God, caft himfelf as he was, 
wholly unworthy, upon the mer- 
cv of his Father. 

True gofpel faith is alfo known 
and diftinguifhed from all others, 
notonly by its nature, but alfo 
by its effeéts. Its effects are ma- 
ny, and they are ftrong and con- 
{picuous according to the perfec. 
tion of the believer’s faith. One 
ct the firft and moft excellent ef- 
f&s is humility and fubmiffion to 
God. This is illuftrated by the 
examples of the faints, whofe 
chara€ters are given us in the fa. 
cred fcriptures. Indeed an ap- 
probation of the gofpel dotrines 
sitfelf an expreffion of true hu- 
mility, and thofe who have this 
{pirit, mut always feel unworthy 
and humble before God, and be 
fubmiffive to his wills; and hav- 
ing a greater knowledge of their 
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they fhould have of the wicked- 
nefs of others, they muft prefer 
others to themfelves. Their lof. 
tinefs will be brought down, and 
the Lord alone exalted in their 
eyes. 

Obedience is another eFTeR of 
faith. *¢ Faith works by love, and 
purifies the heart.” Such an ap- 
probation and delight in the law 
of God, and fuch defires after 
{piritual bleffings, as are implied in 
faith, cannot lie dormant, they will 
produce obedience. Faith with- 
out works is dead. Faith in A- 
brzham, mede him obedient to 
God in forfaking Ur of ‘the Chal- 
dees, going intoa flrange coun- 
try, and even in offering up Ifaac 
at the command of the Lord. 
By fuch works is faith made per- 
fe&. This obedience, in propor- 
tion as faith is brought to per- 
fection in the foul, is as extenfive 
as the divine commands require. 
And hence itis, that at thelaft day, 
the faith of believers fhall be judg- 
ed by the deeds done here in the 
body. 

It fhould be further noticed of 
faving faith, that it is ‘The fub- 
flance of things hoped for.” It 
is not only a preparation for fu- 
ture good, but is itfelf the very 
fubftance of the things which are 
promifed to believers in the world 
to come. It is that which as it 
refpeéts unbelievers, eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, nor heart con- 
ceived of, but which God hath 
already revealed to them that love 
him. The bleffings of heaven 
confit in holinefs—difcoveries of 
God—humility—-dependance, and 
admiration of the law, of Chrifl, 
of the gofpel and of divine things, 
—in love, praife and obedience. 

And thefe are all included in, and 
neceflarily connected with faith. 
It is true, that faith is very imper- 





fe& in this world. We fee as 
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will ripen into knowledge in the 
world to come; and then fhail 
we fee as we are feen, and know 
as we are known. There is much 
unbelief ia the faints here ; but 
that will all be removed; and fo 
heaven will be unfpeakably richer 
to the faints, than this world. 
But it will not be fubilantially, 
or effentially different. Faith 1s 
the fubRance of heaven ; and be- 
lievcrs do know, by their prefent 
experience, on whiat 
they with for heaven, Let all 
unbelief, and natural evils be re- 
moved, and faith ripened into 
knowledge, and we fhould actu. 
ally have that which believers 


hope for. 


accounts 


Asadi iting with ling pr roperty of | 


faith, it mult alfo be noticed, that 
“It is the evidence of things 3 not 
feen,”’—a real evidence that the 
things promifed to believers in the 
other world will be given them. 
Inthe exercife of this faith, be- 
lievers fee, by the preparation 
made in the gitt of Chrift, that 
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God means to be faithful to his | 


engagements. But this is not 
all. Faith itfelf is a peculiar ev- 
idence—a convincing, certain ev- 
dence of this, which none but 
believers can have. 


on Chrift, 


It is the 


kingdom of God already begun! 


in them : 
life—heaven already begun in the 
foul—an carneft of chew future 
inheritance. Believers know by 
what the Holy Ghoit has already 
wrought in them, that there is 
fuch a thing as holinefs—as the 
enjoyment of God—as an obedi- 
ent childlike fpirit, and that fuch 
things as the gofpel affords, are 
food for the foul. They know 
by what the Spit has done in 
them, that the gofpel fcheme is 


true. They have received, not 
he fpirit of the world, but the 


It is eternal, fpiritual | 


| 
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Spirit which is of God, that they 
might know the things which are 
freely given them of God. Up. 
lekiavers have no relifh for fpir. 
itual things, and therefore can 
have no ideas of them. ‘They 
cannot know them for wig re 
{piritually difcerned.—-But 
Spirit fearcheth all things, vea 
the deep things of God,’ aid ‘re. 
vealeth them to believers ; they 
‘ have an namie from the h ty 
One, a and know all things.? Wher 
m a is an evidence of 
things not feen. 

Thus faving faith is a belief of 
the doctrines and promifes of the 
gofpel, efpecially of thofe doc. 
trines which ref; pect the law of 
God—the fallen, flate of man— 
the perfon and work of Chrift— 
the oflice of the Holy Ghot— 
the grounds of pardon and accep. 
tanc aaahhe nature and excellency 
of the good promifed. It is alfo 
an approbation of the whole—oi 
Chrift—of the do&trines—of de. 
pendance—of the bleffings. I 
is a relinquifhment of all other 
hopes and wifhes, and a reliance: 
and on the promifss, 
with a€tual dependance and fub- 
ition. It produces humility and 
obedience, and is the fubftance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence 
of things not ur 


(To be continued.) 


1S done 





‘ . ’ 
The words of king Lemuel, ms tne 
virtuous woman defcribedy from 


the 31 chapter of Proe orbs. 


HIS chapter contains 3 
number of wife, practice 
fentiments which are effential in 2 
fyftem adapted to domettic felici- 
ty and deeply affect the {tate of 
morals and fociety, and of reli- 
gion and futurity. 
Lemuel is fuppofe d tg beat ioth- 
er name for Solomon, the ccle- 
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brated fon of David, and king of 
Ifracl. His mother was highly 
honored in her relation to him, 
but ftill more by the wife inftruc- 
tions which fhe gave him. We 
vafs, at prefent, the feafonable 
and falutary inftructions which fhe 
gave him refpecting the character 
and duties of a king, and attend 
only to thofe which characterize 
“the virtuous woman.”’ In this 
w «mention the following partic- 
ularsy 

1. She isan example of dili- 
gence and good ceconomy, in the 
concerns of her family, for fhe is 
(uppofed to have a family. ‘T'he 
comeftic relations are the field of 
iemale exertion, and where the 
chara@ter and excellence of the 
virtuous woman are principally to 

: learned. ‘ Her price is, in- 
bel above rubics,”’ ** The heart 
of her hufband doth fafely truft 
i her, fo that he fhall have no need 
of fpoil.”?_ «* She will do him good 
ind not evil all the days of her 
life’? Her wifdom and virtue 
produce a prompt exertion in the 
finefs and duties of her ftation: 
itis her practical with that none of 
hier conneétions may be the worfe, 
but all of them the better on her 
xccount. So much doth the good 
of the family depend on the dili- 
gence, and good cweconomy of the 
woman at the head of it, that it 
is prelumed that no inftance is 
within the recollection of the rea- 
der, of a profperous and happy 
iamily wherethefe are wanting. No 
accomplifhments can lupply the 
place of thefe n neceflary female 
virtues if they are wanting, and 
20 family can be decent and hap- 
py where the wife awd mother is 
celtitute of them. 

The virtuous woman treats 
her hufband with kindnefs and re- 
(pect. Tn the nature of the cafe, 
and in the wife coniitution which 
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divine providence hath fixed, the 
worth and refpeétability of men 
very much depend on the manner 
in which they are treated by their 
wives ; and this in two refpeéts : 
Firft, a kind and virtuous woman 
has a weighty influence over her 
hafband, to form and eftablith his 
principles and manners in the paths 
of wifdom and virtue. 

Men are often inclined to evil 
courfes, and will not be reclaimed 
by the admonitions of the wife of 
their own fex. But who is fuch 
a veteran in the ways of fin, as to 
be proof againft the efficacy of 
female, foft and gentle, folicita- 
tion, ina virtuous wife ? 

*s Her hufband is known in the 
gate when he fitteth among the 
elders of the land.” The gate 
of the city, among the Jews, “was 
the place of concourfe for the 
tranfaCtion of public bufinefs, and 
decifion of cafes of controverfy, 
fubmitted to the judges, or elders 
of the land. Among thefe, the 
hufband of the virtuous woman is 
known, or diflinguifhed. ‘The ir- 
refiftible influence of her gentle 
virtue and kindnefs has fixed him 
in the paths of wifdom and virtue, 
and he loves and walks in thofe 
paths. 

But not only doth the virtuous 
woman render her hufband vaftly 
more worthy of refpeét, but alfo 
fhe induces cthers to efteem and 
honor him, from the refpect due 
to her, and their efteem of her 
judgment, and defire to pleafe 
and honor her ; and thus, all the 
refpeét which fhe gives to her huf- 
band returns with increaling honor 
on herfelf ; and it is well knov vn 

that the dignity of a woman is 
determined by that of her huf- 
band, and fheis honored by his 
honor. 

3. ‘The virtuous woman is dif- 
tinguifhed by the wifdom and pi- 
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ety with which fhe educates her 
children. 

As in the firft ftages of our ex- 
iftence we are totally infufficient 
to take care of ourfelves, either 
as it refpets the body or mind, 
and as our future ufefulnefs and 
felicity depend much on the cait 
given to each in the earlieft part 
of our exiftence, it is a matter 
highly interefting to all, that this 
firit ftage, is under the guidance 
of widdow and fidelity. 
where is this to be found, but m 
the heart of a parent? One of 
the capital objects of marriage 
refpects the education of children. 
By the wife and gracious coniti- 
tution of nature, the mutual ten- 
dernefs in the conjugal relation, 
is couneéted in the firit offspring 
of parents, ind operates with its 
whole energy in the moft tender 
and unremitting care for theirchil- 
dren, and efpecially in the moth- 
er: She loves the father in the 
child, which bears his image, and 
her moft delightful employment is 
to educate the future man to the 
imitation of all that for which fhe 
loves and honors the father. As 
in this infantile ftate, the care of 
the child devolves principaily on 
the mother, fo her affeGtions are 
proportionabl) y more tender, and 
her fenfibilities to its wants more 
exquifite, and her ability to relieve 
them more ample; and while the 
father is occupied in preparing the 
{upports and comforts of life for 
her, who is doul bly dear to him 
as the mother otf his chi Ndr ‘en, and 
fhe is attending to ail their little 
wants and relieving them, the con- 
jugal and | al affections have 
a reciprocal cperation to ftrength- 
en each other, and increafe paren- 
tal fide 4 and domeltic happi- 
uefs. Bleflings not few nor fmall 
are in ore for the family of the 
and they will be 
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returned into her own bofom: 
“ She looketh well tothe way; 
of her houfehold, and eateth no: 
the bread of idlenefs. Her chil. 
dren rife up and call her bleffed, 
her hufband and he praifeth her.” 
4. Liberality to the poor is 
another charatteriltic of the vir. 
tuous woman. ‘* She ftretcheth 
out her hand to the poor, yea the 
reacheth forth her hands to the 
needy.”? In this fhe has the a 
probation and affiftance of her 
hufband, for they have but 
one common intereft, objec and 
will, But many things render it 
expedient that their joint liberali- 
ty to the poor fhould be adminif. 
tered by the wife ; in particular, 
the foft and gentle fpirit of female 
virtue is: much more eafy of ac. 
cefs by the lonely, friendlefs wid. 
ow or orphan, than the more 
ftern, commanding virtue of men, 
Toher the poor and forrowful, 
can open their complaints and 
prefent all their diftreffes, and 
fhe knows how to relieve them, 
and todo it in fuch a manner 2s 
to be doubly kind. She gives 


with an apparent goed will, 


| which “ wipes the tear from the 
yn s eye, and caufes the 1 wid. 


yw 


s heart to ling for joy.” By 


hi fhe rifes in lovelimefs in the 


, Cy 





! 


; of her hufband, who is occt- 
x sere in doing good on a larger 
tcale, in advancing the great in- 
teretts of fociety and concerns of 
itate. 

5- The virtuous woman dif- 
plays her excellence in focial in- 
This, however, is, 
principally, in her own family and 
with her own fex. Female excel- 
leuce, we have before obferved, 
fhines, principally, at home, and 
is prefented to public view by the 
wifdom and refpeétability of the 
lufband, and by the virtuous mo- 
deity, the e! ecency of the 


*eorecnirtie 
tercourfe. 


egant ‘. cle 
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daughters. But when fuch a wo- 
man mingles in the fociety of the 
friends of her hufband, fhe adds to 

-thedignity and allurements of vir- 
tue and wifdom by her fentiments, 
and the engaging manner in which 
fhe utters them. 

« She openeth her mouth with 
wifdom and in her tongue is the 
law of kindnefs.” 

Exceedingly improving and ben- | 
eficial to the fex are the leflons 
of wifdom and virtue which fall | 
from her lips. The wifdom and | 
philanthropy were more than hu- | 
man which diétated that a wo. | 
man, received into the number of 
diftinguifhed and honorable wo- 
men in the Chriftian church, muft 
be advanced in life, “* having been | 
the wife of one man, well report- 
ed of for good works, if the have 
brought up children, if fhe have 
lodeed ftrangers, if the have wafh- 
ed the faints’ feet, if fhe have re- 
lieved the afflicted, if the have 
diligently followed every good 
work.”? 

Such are “ in behavior ae be- 
cometh holinefs,’”? and have a 
happy profpect of fuccefs in 
“ teaching the young women to 
be fober, to love their hufbands, 
to love their children, to be dif- 
creet, chafte, keepers at home,’ 
and learn to adorn the female 
character with every ornamental 
virtue. 

6. The cPowning excellence 
of the virtuous woman, is the 
fear of the Lord,” the pure and 
fublime religion of the bible.— |, 
* Many daughters have done , 
virtuoufly, but fhe excelleth them 
all. Favor is deceitful and beau- 
ty is vain, but a woman who 
feareth the Lord the thall be praif- 
ec.” & Give her of the fruit of 








j 
he, hand aud let her own works | 
Prade her in the gate.” By this | 
like 3 aifhed to fll the relations 
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of a wife and mother, with digni- 
ty and applaufe, to bea very 
great blefling to her hufband and 
children, and live to the moft 
ufeful and important purpofes.—- 
We clofe our obfervations with. 
the following 
REFLECTIONS. 

1. The virtuous woman is a 
character highly important in the 
family, in fociety and in the 
church of God. 

The felicity and ufefulnefs of 
her hufband depend much on her, 
at leaft, are very greatly advanced 
by her; and if hebe not fadly want- 
ing to himfelf, he will be known in 
the gate when he fitteth among 
the Elders. He will not only be 
a public man, and benefactor to 
fociety, but he will be diftinguith- 
ed among fuch, by the wifdom, 
public {pirit, and benevolence 
which he difplays, and by the 
re{pect, gratitude and veneration 
of fociety. 

Her children will rife up and 
call her blefled, her hufband alfo 


—andhe praifeth her. The excel- 


lent accomplifhments of the moth- 
er are tranfmitted to the daugh- 
ters, and they are formed to be no 
lefs bleffings in their own future 
families. Nothing can be fuch 
an eulogium on the virtuous wo- 
man as the wifdom and virtue 
of her hufband, and the excellent 
accomplifhments of her daughters. 
The happy fruits of her virtue, 
however, are not confined to her 
own family ; her excellent inftruc- 
tions and example are highly ben- 
eficial to her neighbors, of her 
own fex, and render them bief- 
fings to their own families and to 
others. Her focial interviews 
havea powerful influence on the 
principles and manners of the age 
and place in which fhe lives, and 
confequentially, on future ages 
and diitant places. 


\ {V. No. 3. N 


Se Se 


Hi 


_ 

: 

k 
fy 





— 


tagged nae 
obit See 


— 
+ Se 


tes 


. z= 
STO er age ny ES mc es he 


tte 


ees 


- 


98 


¢¢ When I call to remembrance,”’ 
faid the holy apofttle to his belov- 
ed Timothy, “ the unfeigned 
faith which isin thee, which dwelt 
firft in thy grandmother Lois, 
and thy mother Eunice, and I am 
perfuaded is in thee alfo.”—If 
this was the refult of.female piety 
and virtue in a male defcendant of 
the third generation, how great 
are the bleffings which are tranf- 
mitted to daughters from a virtu- 
ous mother! and how widely 
may it be hoped that thefe blef- 
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the dignity ofthe fex, and encou. 
rage and affift their wives and 
daughters, to purfue the paths of 
female excellence, and afcend the 
arduous fteep of virtuous pre-em. 
inence. 

3. Parents have a moft impor- 
tant charge in the education of 
their children. Sons are to a@ 
apart in life no lefs interefting 
than that of daughters, and in 
fome refpefts, more fo. The 
character of beth is very much 
formed by education. Who can 


fings will extend.—Society is | appreciate the value of a good 
made up of families, and the | education, according to its worth; 
church of God is formed out of | which furnifhes the youth of both 
fociety, and both receive much of | fexes to afcend into life and fill 


their complexion from families, 
and thofe from parents, and ef- 
pecially from mothers. 


their re{pe€tive places with digni- 
ty and ufefulnefs to their family, 


Hence | to fociety, and to the church of 


in eftimating the importance of | God? Not with the tinfel orna- 


the virtuous woman, 
weigh the value of domettic ufe- 
fulnefs and felicity—the vaftly ex. 
tended interefls of fociety through 
all generations, and the far more 
important interefls of the church 
of God for ever. 

2. Women have a noble object 
of purfuit, even the character of 
the virtuous woman—this is moit 
excellent in itfelf, ufeful to maa, 
and honorable to God. 

Women are fpoken of by fome 
as of little importance, and their 
purfuits and employments as tri- 
fling ; but fuch men do {mall 
honor to their mothers, or to their 
own fagacity and tatte of propri- 
ety. ‘The preceding pages clear- 
ly evince that every obje¢tintereft- 
ing to man through the whole of 
his exiltence is conne@ted with 
the accomplifhments and purfuits 
of the virtuous woman.—Let wo- 
men be animated to rife above the 
ills of life, and.the depreffion of 
forrow, and aim at a diitinguifhed 
rank among the virtuous and ex- 
cellent. And let men reverence 


| 


we mutt | 








ments which enable them to fhine 
at the ball or affembly, but with 
the fubftantial worth which will 
render them ufeful and happy in 
every relation. May no other com. 
petition be found between the fex- 
es, but that of ftriving to excel 
in wifdom, virtue, and ufefulnefs ; 
and between hufband and wives, 
but which fhall be moft genuinely 


| kind, and labor, with the happielt 


fuccefs, in forming their fons and 


| daughters to wifdom and virtue, 


and placing them in the paths of 


| ufefulnefs and felicity here and 





forever ! 


The ufe of Thorns and Thifiles, or, 
Obfervations on the fentence de- 
nounced againf! Adam, Genefis 
lll. 17—19. And unto Adam he 
Jaid, Becaufe thou haft hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and 
haft eaten of the tree, of which 
I commanded thee, faying, thou 
Joalt not eat of it : curfed is the 
ground for thy fake 5 in forrow 
Soalt thou eat of it all the days of 
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thyelife. Thorns alfo and thiftles 
hall it bring forth to thee : and 
thou foalt eat the herb of the field. 
In the fweat of thy face fhalt thou 
cat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground : for out of it waft 
thou taken ; for duft thou art, 
and unto duft fhalt thou return. 


HE curfe on the ground, 
the thorns and thiftles, the 
{weat of the face, and the return 
toduft, appear to be general ex- 
preflions comprehending the evils 
which fhould come upon mankind 
inthis life. By thefe, God told 
Adam, that he would continually 
manifeft his difapprobation of fin. 
He admonifhes us by thefe, of 
our fallen, finful ftate, and of his 
difpleafure againft us on this ac- 
count. The evils here threatened 
are defigned to remind us, that we 
are finners in the fight of God; 
and fo, to keep up a continual ev- 
idence in the world, that there is 
a controverfy between God and 
man, which fhould be an evi- 
dence to us, that God has not 
given up his law ; but holds us 
guilty ; while the favors we receive 
in the mean time, are an evidence 
of his mercy to a finful world. 
Thefe evils, in a ftate of proba- 
tion, are calculated to imprefs our 
minds with the importance of be- 
ing reconciled to God. They 
are falutary chattifements. 

We hall now notice fome of 
the thorns and thiftles—the uncom- 
fortable things, which take place 
in this world.—That thefe may 
appear in their true light, it fhould 
frit be noticed, that according to 
the holy fcriptures, when this 
world was created at firft, and 
mankind were placed in it, in the 
garden of Eden, there were no 
forrows, or other evils. Man was 
himfelf immortal, was fubject to 
no afflictions: No curfe was de- 
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nounced upon the earth, no thorns 
or thiftles infefted the fields ; there 
was no painful labor, or fweat of 
the face, nor had any woe been 
pronounced on man or woman 
kind.. Thefe evils were not origi- 
nally natural to the world, but 
came as a divine frown, in confe- 
quence of fin. 

Of the uncomfortable things 
which take place, it may be ob- 
ferved firft, that the general face 
of nature is overfpread with evils. 
There are painful and tedious ex- 
tremities of the feafons. In ma- 
ny parts of the world, the alter- 
nate viciffitudes of extreme heat 
and cold, are very diftreffing, and 
in many inftances, they are fatal 
to mankind. In fuch places, du- 
ring winter, vegetation is flopped, 
the fields and forefts barren, noth- 
ing is produced for man or beatt. 
In this refpe&, nature lies in ruins, 
And onthe other hand, the ex. 
treme heat of the fummer relaxes 
every nerve. 

Sometimes alfo, a too great 
abundance of rain, and at others, 
fevereand parching droughts prove 
great calamities. ‘Thefe are felt 
much more feverely in fome parts 
of the earth, than with us, and 
often produce famine and _pelfti- 
lence. Storms alfo, tornadoes, 
earthquakes, and the buriting of 
volcanoes, are many times great 
judgments upon men, and bring 
great numbers in a moment to 
their graves. 

Betides, a very large propor- 
tion of the earth itfelf is forever 
almoft or entirely wafte, as to any 
produétions for the ufe of man or 
beaft. This is true of all the 
countries which lie far up to the 
north, and of the fandy deferts of 
Africa and Arabia. And how 
much of the world is alfo covered 
with rough mountains, which, fo 
far as we can fee, are of no direct 

i] 
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ufe to the happinefs of man ? Of 
the remaining parts of the earth, 
much is comparatively barren, and 
it is with much toil, that a little 
increafe is obtained. ‘The huf- 
bandman alfo, in many places, 
finds his labors increafed by the 
ftones of the field, and other in. 
cumbrances in the way of culti- 
vation. All thefe things are the 
eurfe that has fallen upon the 
earth—the thorns and thiftles it 
produces. ‘he face of nature is 
overfpread with them, and the 
earth does not yield its ftrength. 
IT am fenfible that fome, who 
would reprefent every thing as de- 
figned for our prefent happinefs, 
have faid, that the extremities of 
the feafons, ftorms, deferts and 
the other evils mentioned, are ne- 
ceffary to health and fruitfulnefs. 
But this wants evidence. Gentle 


winds purify the air, as well as | 


ftorms and tornadoes. Countrics 


lefs liable to the extremities of , 


heat and cold, are as produétive, 


as thofe which endurethem. Re- | 


gions without craggy and inaccef- 
fible mountains, and barren def- 
erts, are as healthy as thofe which 
have them. The comparative 
barrennefs of moft parts of the 
earth, and the obftacles to culti- 
vation, are faid to have a tenden- 
cy to happinefs, as a check upon 
immorality. But if mankind were 


not finners, no fuch checks would | 


be needed.’ There is ir nature no 
need of any of thefe evils. Their 
real ufe feems only to be, to an- 
fwer the purpofe of thorns and 
thiftles—to produce the fweat of 
the face, and caufe men to eat of 
the fruit of the ground in forrow, 
all the days of their lives. 

Among the number of thefe 
thornsand thiftles may bealfo reck- 
oned, all the ficknefles, infirmities 
and bodily pains, to which men 
are liable in this world. Every 
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wound we receive, and all the 
complaints and decays of old age 
are of this nature. Thefe are u. 
niverfal : there is no one who does 
not drink of this cup, in a degree 
which is quite uncomfortable. 
Millions groan under thefe af. 
fictions for many years, without 
a reafonable expeétation that they 
fhall ever find relief, fo long as 
they remain in the body. Thefe 
are fore evils, are of no dire ufe 
to our happinefs, and we cannot 
regard them as any thing but 
thorns and punifhments. 

Another clafs of evils are the 
troubles, difappointments, and 
anguifh of heart, which we fuffer 
in our minds, from various caufes. 
All the fhame, grief, anxiety, fear, 
and terror which we endure, are 
of this kind. Could we _ look 
through the world and unlock ev- 
ery human heart, we fhould doubt- 
lefs find that there is a very great 
fum total of this kind of forrow. 
No individual efcapes it and many 
are quite overborne. There 1s 
no {mall number who die of a bro- 
'kenheart. ‘The fpirit ef a man 
| will fuftain his infirmity ; but a 
| wounded fpirit who can bear.” 

The evils which grow out of 
| fociety, in its prefent ftate, are a- 
| nother dreadful clafs of thorns 
; and thiitles, which introduce 
| wretchednefs among mankind. 
How much mifery is caufed by 
the contentions which take place 
in families? Their peace is in- 
terrupted or deftroyed, and they 
embitter each other’s lives.— 
What vexations are occafioned 
by feuds among neighbors, by tur 
multsin countries, and wars a- 
mong contending nations ? Scarce 
an individual efeapes thefe mife- 
ries, however peaceable and bene- 
ficent he may be himfelf. ‘The 
hiftories of nations prefent us with 
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but a fmall part of the calamities 
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which arife from contentions a- 
mong men; few of aprivate nature 
are recorded, and very little in 
detail, of thofe which are more 
public ; yet hiftory in general, is 
little more than a record of the 
calamities produced by conten- 
tions in fociety. 

And finally, death follows the 
train of thefe calamities, and clo- 
{-3 the fcene in a moft awful man- 
ner. What countlefs myriads die ! 
Thus the world is over{pread with 
miferies. They produce an in- 
calculable fum of woe—are thorns 
and thiftles in very deed. 

We fhall now proceed to ob- 
ferve, that thefe evils are a tefti- 
mony, inftamped on the very face 
of nature, that there is a contro- 
verfy between God and man. 

It has been already noticed, 
that thefe evils were not neceflary 
tonature, and did not take place 
in the ftate in which it was orig- 
inally created. The firft addrefs 
of God to fallen man, teaches us 
how they come, and that they are 
tokens of God’s difpleafure. But 
that it may be fufficiently plain 
to all, that they are not evils ne- 
ceflary to nature, let a few facts 
te noticed. ‘There are inftances 
11 which the earth produces fpon- 
taneoufly, without cultivation, 
more or lefs of every thing which 
we need. If 1 do not miflake, 
wheat is produced, in {mall quan- 
tiles, in Siberia, without fowing 
or cultivation. There are inftan- 
ces in all countries, of great fer- 
tility in one place, compared with 
another. There are climates where 
the feafons are temperate, and 
there are times in all countries, 
when the temperature is agreea- 
ble. There are people, who are in 
health and pleafure ;—inftancesof 
harmony and love in fociety, a fea- 
fon of youth and fprightlinefs,— 
and countries whichare habitable. 
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And could not Godhave made all 
countries habitable, the feafons 
always temperate, with an agree- 
able variety, the whole earth 
fruitful as Eden,—kept off fick- 
nefs, forrow, feuds and calamities, 
and given eternal youth and im- 
mortal activity to man ? No doubt 
he could. This feems to have 
been, at leaft in all things necef- 
fary to human happinefs, the 
original flate of the world. 
The inflances we have of com- 
fort in this world, ferve to make 
a ftronger impreflion on our minds, 
of the evils which are the confe- 
quences of the fall of man. ‘They 
give us an opportunity to com. 
pare our innumerable calamities, 
with thebleflings, which we might 
have had, if there had been no 
fin, nor curfe. And they demon- 
ftrate, that there is in the nature 
of things, no impoffibility to our 
enjoying all thefe comforts for 
ever, without any intermiffion, 
unlefs by an agreeable variety. 
This idea is confirmed by the 
confideration, that fuch bleffednefs 
was really given inthe firft flate 
of the world. And there is no 
doubt but an infinitely good God 
would have continued it, in cafe 
there had been no apoitacy. Such 
a flate as this, at leait, fo far as 
it refpects perfect happinefs, with. 
out any alloy of evil, will be giv- 
en to the righteous in the future 
world.—-Thercfore, when God 
has brought fo many evils into 
this world, they muft certainly be 
confidered as evident tokens of 
his difpleafure. And this is put 
beyond all controverfy by the 
things faid to Adam, when God 
called him to an account for eat- 
ing the forbidden fruit. And 
thefe evils can be eafily account- 
ed for on thefe principles alone. 
When therefore, we feel an ex- 
tremity in the feafons,—fee any 
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barren heath,—poifonous reptiles 
—inundations—-- arthquakes-—tor- 
nadoes or craggy mountains, we 
fhould always confider them as 
the meffengers of God, fet to 
admonith us, that he views us as 
finners. ‘They can he confidered 
juftly in no other light. What- 
ever other ends they may poflibly 
anfwer, unknown to us, they have 
now no other apparent ufe as they 
refpect us. —S. alfo every pain of 
body, or anxiety of mind we feel, 
or know to be in others,—all the 
innumerable difeafes, wounds and 
infirmities which are in the wor'd, 
—every old man we meet with, 
under the decays of age,—every 
difappointment and inquietude, 
fhould remind us, that God hasa 
contyoverfy with the world.— 
Thefe are all preachers, fent to 
announce it to us. All call upon 
us, cfpecially upon us who have 
the gofpel, to make our peace 


with God.—In the fame manner, | 


all the feuds, contentions and 
wars which take place in the 
world, and all the evils which at- 
tend them, are not only inftances 
of human depravity, but teftimo- 
nies of divine difpleafure. 


admonifh us, that God is offend- 


tormentors.x—And every funeral 
we attend, is an emphatical lec- 
ture on the fame fubje&. What 
a multitue of preachers have we 
on this point! We meet them 
in all places—Never can we rid 
ourfelves of them. All {peak the 
fame thing, and addrefs us con- 
tinually, whether we will hear, or 
whether we will forbear. Tho’ 
we {top our ears, or fhut our eyes, 
they reach our nerves, and fpeak 


in every pain, in every fear, and | 
in every inquietude. It is in vain 
to change our country, they | 


would follow us to the ends of 


the earth. They begin in infan. | 
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cy, and never leave us until death, 

Further : When we fee divine 
providence addrefling every indi. 
vidual, by fo many meflengers, 
and teaching the fame leffon, have 
we not reafon to conclude that it 
is an important leffon for us? It 
furely is. ‘The word ef God ex. 
plains its importance, acquaint; 
us that there is a way of efcape 
provided from the curfe of the 
law, and fhows the way. The 
language therefore of all thefe 
admonitions to us, who have the 
gofpel, is this; Agree with 
thine adverfary quickly, whiles 
thou art in the way with him.”— 
They call upon us to clofe the 
controverfy, by fubmiffion, repent- 
ance, and faith in Chrift. They 
are fent to fummon us to attend 
tothe gofpel. They are merciful 
difpenfations, to perfuade us to 
improve our day of probation. 
They are prophets, which in the 
name of God, denounce our final 
deilru€tion, unlefs we make our 
peace with him. Every barren 
heath has a ufe as great, and is it 
not as obvious, asthe ufe of the 


_moft fertile plain ? 
They | 


Again: Since God, in addi- 


tion to his written word, fends all 
ed, and gives us up to be our own | 


thefe meffengers, muft it not fug- 
geft to us, that he thinks we have 
real need of them ? He does not 
fuppofe that we are fo eafy to be 
convinced of our depravity, of 
our oppofition to God, of hie 
holy difpleafure againft us, and ot 
the importance of our reconcilia- 
tion to him, that lefs means will 
wake our attention, and perfuade 
us to repent and believe on Chritt. 


| He conliders us entirely deprav- 


ed at heart.—And when we re- 
fle& that mankind pay fo little 
attention to this world of preach- 
ers, which apply to all our feel- 
ings, as well as to our ears,— 
when we find that the natural 
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jeart utterly refufes to regard 
their admonitions, fo as to fubmit, 
and be reconciled to God, it muft 
be plain, that we are awfully 
hardened, and defperately wick- 
cd. 

It fhould be further remarked, 
that thefe admonitions of God— 
thefe thorns andthiftles, will have 
an effe&t upon us of the moft fe- 
rious nature. If they are not the 
means of our returm to duty, and 
we continue the controverfy with 
God, they will prove that we are 
fools and without excufe,—that 


our ruin is owing entirely to our | 


obftinacy in difregarding, not on- 


God, but a courfe of providence 
fuperadded to them, and won- 
derfully calculated to inculcate 
the moft falutary leffons. 

How awful it is for finners to 
fet God and all his admonitions 
atdefance, and prefs their way 
toruin, againft the united force 
of all his dealings with them ! 
Their blood mutt be upon their 
own heads. ‘ He that being 
often reproved, hardeneth his 
uccky fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, 
and that without remedy.”’ 


MIKROS. 


Mess’xs Epirors, 

SOME time fince, in a con- 
verfation with a gentleman of ref- 
peability, and a profeffor of 
religion, he made the following 
obfervation: *¢ I know our preach- 
crs, of late, dwell much on the 
cottrine of total depravity of af- 
tection ; and boldly affert that 
all men, by nature, are oppofed 
(0 God’s true charaéter, and his 
gracious way of falvation by Jefus 
Chrit—For my own part, I do 
not believe the doGtrine to be true, 
it leait, in general—I never faw 
‘ie time, fince I can remember, 





when God’s chara¢ter did not 
appear lovely, and his way of fal- 
vation agrecable.” 

This obfervation turned my 
thoughts anew upon the fubjeé. 
—The following is the refult of 
my meditation, on the oppofition 
of the natural heart to God’s 
character, and way of falvation 
by Jefus Chrift. If you think 
it worthy of a place in your Mag- 
azine, you may infert it. 


PON reflection, I found ev- 
ery man would, naturally, 
form to himfelf a God like him- 


_felf; and would love that God, 
ly the word and inftitutions of | 








until an enlightened underftand- 
ing and awakened confcience 
fhould difcover his error, as to the 
character of the true God.—]I al- 
fo perceived that natural affec- 
tions, were often taken for thofe 
which are gracious and fpiritual ; 
and that moral honetty, civility, 
and deeds of humanity, were af- 
fumed as evidence of a pure heart 
and love unfeigned. But as thefe 
are all afide from the point, and 
merely ferve to fhew, that the 
heart is deceitful above all things, 
and dc/perately wicked ; fo 1 found 
the only way to decide the point 
fairly, was to repair to the /ure 
word of prophecy, and therewith, 
compare our hearts and lives. 

In obedience to this rule, I 
took my bible, and found the fol- 
lowing declarations. God faw that 
the wickedne/s of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.—The whole 
head is fick, and the whole heart 
faint : from the fole of the foot even 
unto the head, and there is no found- 
nefs init ; but wounds, and bruifesy 
and putrifying fores.—There is none 
righteous, no, not one : there is none 
that underflandeth, there is none that 
fecketh after God. They are all 
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gone out of the way, they are togeth- 
er become unprofitable ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.—The 
carnal mind is enmity againft God. 
And concerning Jefus Chrift as 
our Saviour, it is faid, We hid as 


st were, our faces from him ; he was | 


defpifed, and we efteemed iin not. 
—We will not have this man ta 
reign over ws.—O Mak ears? Fe- 
rufalem, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together and 
ye would not.—TYe will not come 
to me, that ye might have life. 

Such are the plain declarations 
of the oracles of God; he that 
runneth may read and underftand. 
The obvious fenfe of thefe texts 
is, that man by nature, has no 
moral goodne{s—his heart is cor- 
rupt, and wholly eftranged from 
God and duty. 
mity of heart againtt God’s char- 
ater : he is not merely unfriendly, 
but harbors hatred—there is a po- 
fitive force of the heart againtt 
Him. Men, when divine reftraints 
are taken off, are ftout hearted : 
they make their brow as brafs, 
and their neck as an iron finew. 
Nor are they better pleafed with 
God’s way of falvation, than with 
his charaéter. 
ject, and hate a holy Saviour ; 
and, to fuch a degree, that they 
will never come to him, except 
the Father draw them with the 


cords ef divine love and irrefiftible 


erace. 


This charaéter, which the bi- | 


ble gives of the natural man, or 
carnal mind, is perfectly confift- 
ent with what we know, of the 
heart and practice of mankind. 


Let us come to experience, and | 


plain matter of fact; for [ mean 


not to enter into a critical 


cal diiguifition of this | 


If we confult the natur- 


alte smpers vein difvolitions of men, 


we thal 1 Bnd ¢} wes 
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of human Nature. 
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| and dire& oppofition of heart ang 
life to every thing good, fo far a; 
reftraints are taken of. Thus, we 
find our thoughts vain, idle, im. 
pure and wicked ; not at all con. 
formed to the holy law of God, 
Our words and aétions are equally 
| perverfe, and how that the love 
of God is not in our hearts. How 
prone are we to words and aQ; 
of anger, wrath, hatred, envy, 
| variance, ftrife and deceit? How 
are our hearts and lives devoted 
| to the honors, pleafures, and rich. 
| es of this world, to the negled 
of God and religion ; and indeed, 
| to all righteous laws, human and 
| divine? This is not the cafe of 
a few only, who are fupereminent 
/ in wickednefs, but is the natural 
{tate of every fon and daughter of 
Adam. The firft aétings of in. 
| fancy fhow this bitter root ; and 
as we grow into a capacity of 
acting, we invariably, without one 
exception, produce the poifonous 
fruits of difobedience. The whole 
taite and relifh of the natural man, 
are oppofed to the ways of holi- 
nefs : He fees no beauty in, and 
feels no love to the divine charac- 
ter. Hence, men who can find 
io time to read their bibles, to 
pray in their families, or attend 
| on public worfhip, can find time e- 
noughto go into profane company; 
| to bargain, fpeculate and intrigue 
for riches and honors. Tho’ pray- 
ing, preaching, and godly con- 
verfition lull them to fleep ; ; they 
| can {pend days and nights in vain 
converfation, trifling amufements, 
rioting and drunkennefs. Thus, 
the fruit fhows the nature of the 
a man’s life is a true index 
| of his heart, whether under re- 
ftraints, or not. In the one cafes 
| he plays the hyp: perite, in the 
other, he bold lly out the 
heart. The antacid at all 
times, and in every fhape, is op- 
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pofed to God’s character, and to ! thantheir writings. Adeed of fale, 
any way of falvation confiftent | a marriage fettlement, or a bill 
with that chara¢ter. | and anfwer, expofe the difhoncfly 
This is an experimental truth. | of the world with fuch truth and 
Thofe who are transformed in the | ferioufnefs, as infinitely exceed the 
renewing of their minds, well | moft pointed wit. The vait length 
know it was not of blood, nor of | of fuch writings, the precifencfs 
the will of the flefo, nor of the | of every claufe, the long ftrings 
will of man, but of God. And, | of fynonymous words, &c. are, 
would unregenerate man let con- | it feems, all littie enough to defend 
{cience fpeak out, they would | juftice againft the many and artful 
confefs they felt no love to God, | attacks to be expeéted. There 
orhis ways. By ftupifying con- | isin fhort, an univerfal corruption 
fcieace and ftifling conviétion, they | and depravity among mankind, 
may imagine they yield obedience | arife it from whence it will.” 
in amere moral walk ; or, under | Such is the concurrent opinion 
the terrors of an awakened con-| and practice of mankind. It 
{cience, they may think they feel | plainly fays, Every imagination of 
the true fear of God; but it is a | the thoughts of our bearts are only 
deception. The fear and obe-.| evil continually—none are righteous, 
dience are wholly a forced work, | none doth good, no, not one. 
without any love to God, to his It is alfo, from this fource of 
law, to his Son, or the method of | depravity in the heart, that we 
falvation. Unregenerated men, | find fo many negle& public wor- 
whether awakened or unawakened, | fhip, fo many are unacquainted 
have no holy affection, no internal | with their Bibles, and altogether 
religion ; and would have none | inexperienced in prayer, cither in 
externally, not even common hon- | private or the family. Experience 
efty, were it not for imperious | teaches that prayer is greatly neg- 
circumftances, fuch as honor, re- | leted, that many families omit 
putation, gain, fear of man and | the evening and the morning fa- 
an alarmed confcience. | crifice, that they receive their dai- 
Notwithftanding the great boaft | ly bread, without afking a bleffing 
of the goodnefs of human nature, | upon it, or returning thanks to 
none will truft it—All are ready | the giver of their mercies! Under 
to arm againft it. Every bolt, | thelight of the glorious gofpel, 
lock and key is in point. ¢ The | no reafon can be given for fuch 
exceffive care taken in all writings things, but that the love of God 
and proceedings at law, to tie up | is not in them, they will not come 
the hands of parties, and prevent | to Chrift, that they may have life. 
unfair advantages from being ta- What more could have been dones 
ken, fhow how fufpicious men , faid God, to my vineyard, that I 
are of one another; and nobody | have not done to it ? Every thing, 
but a fool will fay their fufpicions | fit and neceflary for the falvation 
are i!l grounded, or their caution | of mankind has been done; yet 
needlefs. Horace, Fuvenal, Per- . fuch is the depravity of our nature, 
jius, Pope, Young, &c. were keen | we will at unreafonably towards 
and fevere fatirifts; but, in my | God, we will not have him to 
opinion, molt legal writings tefti- | reign, we will bear him wild grapes 
“ho vices and villainy of the | and nothing elfe. 
1 amuch fharper lath! This total depravity of affection 
iV. No. .o O 
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will appear further evident, from 
the inefficacy of all moral fuafion. 
God, in his infinite wifdom and 
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snercy, hath given us a fure word | 


of prophecy, to lead us to aright 


knowledge of himfelf, of our own- | 
_ Nor running brogk, nor flood, nor fea, 


felves, and of the path of duty. | 

In the Gofpel, he is ufing a great | 
varicty of means to convince us 
of fin, of righteoufnefs, and judg- 
ment, to difcover to us the plague 
of our hearts, to teach us the need 
of a divine Saviour, and to excite 
us to fly from the wrath to come, 
unto the ftrong hold in Zion. 
But, alas! all the light in the 
world cannot affect the heart : 
men, under the gofpel, are not 
lof for want of knowledge. 
Notwithftanding all the means of 
moral fuafion, men will perith, 
unlefs Divine, Almighty Power 
change the temper, talte and rel- 
uh of the heart. They may hear, 
read and pray, all theirdays; and 
vet, the unholy will be unholy 
till, and the filthy will be filthy 
fill. 

In perfe& agreement with this 
fentiment, we daily obferve man- 
kind of all ages, flations and re- 
lations in life, living in the formal 
ufe of the means of falvation, with- 
out any internal religion, without 
any conformity to God ; and ev- 
idently going down the broad 
road to deftruction. They draw 
nigh unto God with their mouths 
and honor him with their lips, 
while their hearts are far from 
him; and fome in works deny 
him, being abominable and difobe- 
dient, and unto every good work | 
reprobate. Jn profperity, they | 
forget God; and in adverfity, | 
they murmur againft him, and 
revolt more and more. 

Thus the inefficacy of all the 
means of moral fuafion, fhows the 
total corruption of the natural 


heart. Whether God {miles or 


(Serr, 


frowns, the carnal mind is ftil| 

the fame: he follows his own 

way, and rejects the way of peace, 
“ The Leprofy lies deep within. 


No bleeding bird, nor bleeding beaft, 
Nor hyfop branch, nor {prinkling prieft, 


| Can wafh the difmal ftain away.” 


Enough, I prefume, has been 
faid to fhow, that, by nature, 
mankind are wholly finful, and 
ftrongly oppofed to the true char- 
aéter of God, and his way of {al- 
vation by Jefus Chrift. I will 
now conclude with one or two 
RefleGtions. And, 

1. In our natural ftate we are 
great enemies to ourfelves. There 


, is none good but God; and no 


way of falvation but his way ; 
therefore, in our enmity to him 
we are wedded to evil; and, by 
rejcGting his way of falvation, we 


'court our own deftruction, and 
_foreclofe our own happinefs. God 


is neceflarily oppofed to us, while 
we are at enmity with him, and 
unlefs we return unto him in love 
and obedience, he muit and will 
punifh us. The blame and the 
fhame will be wholly ours. Our 
continuance in a ftate of alienation 
from God, is the free and volun- 
tary aét of our hearts; there is 
no compulfion. Are we willing 
to be delivered from our fins, 


through the fanétification of our 


, nature? God and Chrift are wil- 


ling. For this purpofe the Fath- 
er fent Chriftinto the world to 
redeem it: for this purpofe, he 
offers eternal life unto all that will 
come unto Chrift. Through him 
he is reconciling the world unto 
himfelf; andaffures us, that he 


| is able we fave to the uttermotlt, 





all that come unto God by him. 
There is now, nothing, to hinder 


our coming unto God and eter- 
nal happinels, but the oppofition 
cf our carnal hearts. 


Yet, fuck 
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is this oppofition, that unlefs God 

crants reftraining grace, we rufh 
upon the thick boffes of his buck- 
ler, and court deftruétion without 
a covering. 

2. Is the natural boat wholly 
corrupt, as fhown above, then no- 
thing fhort of Almighty Power 
can change it from fin to holinefs. 
Unholy affe€tions, can give no 
rife to any holy refolutions ; nor 
influence ts to the right ufe of 
the appointed means, of meeting 
God. There is no power in the 
foul difpofed towards a holy 
change; but, fuch is the enmity 
of the carnal mind againft God, 
that, 4e muft work in us, both to 
will and to do, or we fhall never 
move towards him. Though we 
dread the punifhment of fin, we 
love the praétice; and fo ftrong 
is our attachment to it, that no | 
moral fuafion can break us off : 
Hence, our Saviour faid, * Ye 
cannot come unto me, except the 
Father draw’ you.”” We cannct | 
come to Chrift, becaufe we qwiil | 
not. Wehate his charafer and | 
laws, and cannot embrace him and 
his falvation again{ft the affe€tion 
of ourhearts. This enmity is all 
the impoflibility, which lies in the | 
way of thofe who live under the | 
Gofpel. 

Thus a child, not difpofed to 
obey his parents, fays he cannot. 
Our offended neighbor, fays he | 
cannot be reconciled. No one | 
will fuppofe there is auy impedi- | 
ment in thefe cafes, but the want 
ofa good difpofition. Juft fuch 

is our inability in the cafe before 
us. Wecannot feek after God, | 
againft the tafte and inclination of 
our hearts. We have offended 
God ; yet, he has provided a way 
for ede reconciliation, and invites 

all to come and be reconciled, we 
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to accept of offered mercy. 





aulwer witha cold, cannot. But 
why? Becaufe we do not love 
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God, nor his Chrift, nor his holy 
way of falvation ; we have ne oth-. 
er excufe, no inability but our 
want of affeftion. And this dif- 
affe&tion, is fo deep rooted in 
our hearts, that no moral fuafion 
can eradicate it. God, by his 
Almighty Power, muft transform 
us in the renewing of our minds, 
or we fhall die in our fins. 

3. Finally, impenitent finners 
under the gofpel, will be the moft 
inexcufeable of all men. God 
has made ample provifion for the 
recovery of loft men, and reveal- 
ed it in the holy fcriptures. We 
know his will, and his method of 
falvation by Jefus Chrift; and 
have no plea againft it, but 
the difaffeétion of our hearts. 
This plea will never pafs in the 
court of heaven. Not one will 
arife before the throne, of the 
righteous Judge of all the earth, 
and plead that he did not love 
God, nor Chrift, nor his way of 
falvation. In that folemn day, 
every mouth will be ftopped ; 
and impenitent finners will know, 
that fufficient had been done for 
them, if they had been difpofed 
All 
| blame will fall oa the head of the 
finner. 

Let impenitent finners, there- 
| fore, take warning in time, drop 
| their weapons of rebellion, accept 
of an offered Saviour, and fubmit 
_tohis government. Your all for 
eternity is now on trial; live then 
as you wifhtoaccount. Be care- 
ful to meet God, in his appointed 
means of falvation ; he may, per- 
| haps, leave a bleffing behind him ; 
for he has never faid, /eek ye me in 
vain. Though moral fuafion will 
not change the heart, God may. 
His word and daily experience 
teach, that he ordinarily faves fin- 
ners in the ufe of means. By 
thefe, he awakens and convinces 
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fianers, and excites them to look 
out of themfelves, unto Jefus 
Chrift for help. The work is 
his own, and he will carry it on 
in his own way and time, and not 
in ours. 

Let thefe confiderations encour- 
age every finner diligently to ufe 
the appointed means of falvation. 
But if any are determined, at all 
events to purfue the pleafures of 
fin, to caft off fear, and reftrain 
prayer before God, let them go 
on. But let them alfo know, that 
for all thefe things God will bring 
them into judgment. 


ISRAEL. 


Serious thoughts fir the unconverted. 
r 1 YHE fituation of impenitent 

finners is truly alarming, 
and calculated to call forth the 
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(Serr, 


ant as the foul is more valuable 
than the body, and eternity more 
to be regarded than time? 

Let the following obfervations 
onthe alarming ftate. of the im. 
penitent be received as an effort 
of benevolence. And it is the 
humble and fervent prayer of the 
writer that every finner into whofe 
_ hands they may fall, may not on- 
_ly read of, but feel his danger, 
| and give himfelf no reft until, by 
| the power and grace of God, he 
| has a faving intereft in the blef- 
| fings of the new covenant. 

While thefe remarks are de- 
figned, particularly, for the un- 
| converted, let thofe who hope in 
| Jefus, fear left their hopes are 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


| without good foundation, and 


they are at reft in a deceived 
ftate ; or, if they have a good 
foundation for hope, let thefe ex- 


cite them to rejoice, more exceed- 





exertions and prayers of the pi- | 
ous. Every one who exercifes a 

fpirit of benevolence, and duly ap- | 
preciates the worth of the foul, | 
will, fo far as circumftances and 
opportunity admit, attempt to lead | 
them to a fenfe of their ftate, 
and to the truth as it is in Jefus. 
When our friends in their tempo- 
ral matters conduét to difadvan- 
tage, when the merchant makes 
wrong calculations, the farmer | 
lets his fences lie down and his | 
farm g0 to wafte, and the mechan- 
ic through inattention to bufi- 
nefs is bringing himfelf and family 
to poverty and diftrefs, we in the 
exercife of friendfhip, endeavor 
to fhow them wherein they fail, 
and apprize them of their ftate 
and danger. And can we main- 
tain aconfiftence of character if 
we take no care of the fouls of 
our friends and fellow-men ? Shall 
we watch over their temporal and 
uegle&t their fpiritual interefts, 
which are as much more import- 


| 
| 





holy kingdom. 


ingly, in the grace of God. 
One ground of alarm to the 
unconverted, is the nature and 


| tendency of the difpofition which 


is within them. It is oppofed to 
God and to all good in the uni- 
verfe, contrary, in its nature, to 
the holinefs which makes God 
an object of love, and to all the 
good which he will bring to his 
It is net an ine 
tentional oppofition to their own 
private happinefs. The defire of 
the unconverted is to be happy in 
the ways of fin. But they do 
not defire that holy happinels 
arifing from conformity to God, 
which conftitutes heaven, and 
is the only happinefs which 
God offers, and will beftow on 
his people. Oppofition to this 
conftitutes an effential difference 
between the finful and holy dif- 
politions. Sin, being a felfith ex- 
ercife, is wholly oppofed to the 
benevolence of God, which leads 
him to aét, not for private benefit, 








1803. ] 


but for his own glory and the 
good of his kingdom. os 

This difpofition, as it is con- 
trary, in its nature, to the moral 
charaGer of God, and to his ho- 
ly kingdom, tends ultimately to 
the dethronement of God, and | 
to the deftru€tion of his kingdom. 
The perfon, under the mfluence | 
of this, wilhes to be God, to ef- | 
tablith his own laws, to order all | 
the affairs of the world, and to | 
bring about his own glory. | 

The finner may think that this | 
is an unjuft reprefentation. He | 
may fay, he never felt fuch a de- | 
fre. But the principle is with- 
in him, and perhaps has never 
been called into fpecial action 
againft God ; and in this flate, 
having never feen his own heart, 
he is the more tobe pitied. But 
to what does fin tend if not to 
this? It is oppofition to good- 
nels, In God is infinite good- | 
nefs, and he cannot be God with- 
outthis. Therefore every finful 
exercife or act, is in faét, an at- 
tempt againft him and his govern- 
ment. 

The finner may commit a thou- 
fand fins, and not extend his views 
to their ultimate tendency. But 
lethim follow them up, and he | 
will find that the great object | 
will not be obtained until felf is | 
exalted above all that is called | 
God or is worfhipped. 

The finner that reads this may | 
pethaps think it an illiberal ftate- | 
ment. But O, finner, if you are 
ever brought to fee the plague 
of your own heart, you will find | 
the tendency of your wickednefs 
ten thoufand times more oppofed | 
to God and his kingdom, than it 
s poflible for my pen to deferibe. 
Under a full view of the tendency 
of your fin, you will be led to 
link into defpair, and to think 
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| breait, the fame as holinefs is 


| He feeks reft and finds none, and 





‘hat nothing can atone for your 
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attempts againft God. You have 
ftood in aftonifhment and feen 
finners def{pair of mercy and heard 
them cry out, “* We are undone. 
What fhall we do?” This has 
arifen from a fenfe of their fins, 
and efpecially their oppolition to 
God and his kingdom of perfect 
holinefs. 

This finful difpofition tends to 
make the finner miferable in thie 
exercife of it. It is a hell in his 


heaven begun in the foul, in this 
world. The finner in the exer- 
cife, and under the influence of 
this, is ** Like the troubled fea 
when it cannot reft, whofe waters 
continually cait up mire and dirt.” 


verifies thefe words of facred ferip- 
ture, “* There is no peace to the 
wicked!” Even while lulled in 
the arms of finful fecurity he feels 
the gnawing of a never dying 
worm. Though he may appear 
happy, yet if the truth were 
known, he is miferable. In times 
of profperity his confcience is not 
fo blunted as to negle&uts office. 
In times of adveriity he Manone 
of thofe comforts which Chrif- 
tians experience. ven an attempt 
to drown all forrow in a courfe of 
diffipation, lays a broader founda- 
tion for woe. Whatever attitude 
he may take and whatever cour- 
fes he may purfue, he is only 
purfuing wickedaefs in different 
fhapes, and wretchednefs is at the 
end of every path, though there 
may be fome finful flowers fcat- 
tered on the way to allure him on. 
Though ke “ rolls fin like a {weet 
morfel under his tongue,’ and 
purfues its paths with greedinefs, 
yet in the end it will, “ bite like 
a ferpent.and fling like an adder.” 
And he, would be completely in 
hell on earth, were God to take 
off reftraint and let him loofe up- 
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on himfelf. His own arm is ready 
to execute upon himfclf the fen- 
tence of the divine law. This 
will be a very ¢ffential alteration 
in the finner’s fate after his pro- 
bation is clofed, and he is con. 
figned over to cternal mifery, his 
difpofition, not altered in Vind, 
in degree, will be more inveterate, 
and all divine reftraint will be ta- 
ken off. 





In the fociety of fuch | 


beings, is hell. When unreflrain- | 


ed, they feck the deflrudction and 
mifery of ail around them, then 
turn upon, and attempt to deftroy 
themfelves. Setting afide a othe 
er ingredients in the cup « the 
finner’s mifery, ale can Foarlis 
of a fociety more wretched ? 
Here the ely canes, is your dif- 
pofition, odious and unreafonable 
in itfelf, oppofed to the great and 
bleffed God, who has created and 


! 
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fountain, ftreams of pleafure floy 
to every foul, where his exiftence, 
holinefs and government are {ub. 


jets of univerfal congratulation? 


O finner, give up the hope of 
ever going to heaven with this 
difpofition. Its joys would be 
your mifery. As well may you, 
who are fitted by nature for g 
refidence on earth, think of dwell. 
ing with the feathered tribe, iz 
the regions of air, or with the fit 
in the waters of the great deep, 
Think of this. Be altonifhed z 


| yourfelves, and fear left God take 


you as you are, and fentence you 
to the world of defpair, for which 
your difpofitions prepare you.— 
To harbor fuch difpofitions can 
deferve nothing lefs than this. 
Human tribunals punith the trai. 


' tor with death. How much more 


governsthe world, in whofe hands 


you are, who has conftantly fed 


and clothed you, and by whofe | 


mercy and forbearance you con- 


tinue to thts moment, oppofed to | 


him who gives all glorified faints 
their higheil joy, and is the chief 
fatisfa@tion of Chriftians on earth, 
and from whom joys, unutterable 
by human tongue, will for ever 
flow. 

With a view of this, how can 
finners hope for heaven ? They 
are taught by experience and 
evelation, that unlefs their dif- 
pofition is altered, they muft be 
miferable. Their own reafon is 
fufficient to teach it. Their 
own experience has already taught 
it them. So long as their aim 
is to dethrone God, how can 
-ealegh be happy with, and enjoy 
him ? How can they unite with 
Chriftians on earth, and conaverfe 
and delight in God q, andhow can 
they ever go to heave>, where 
God is the confant theme, and 
from whoin, as from an infinite 





does he deferve eternal punifhment 
who aims at tic deltruGtion of the 
great God, thc fovercig:n of al 
worlds, ane not only this, but at 
univerfal anarchy and ruin? In 
proportion as God is greater and 
more excellent than any carthl 
prince, and his government more 
extenfive and excellent than any 
earthly government, and the 
of the world more defirable than 
that of a fingle nation, fo much 
more jult the condemnation of 
finners appears than of any earthly 
traitor. <As thele are objedts of 
Infinite gre catucis, excellence and 
importance, the finner deferves 
and can expec nothing elfe from 
the hand of God, if he do not re- 
pent, but eternal deftruétion. 
BOANERGES. 
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Marazine, has, doubtlefs, been | cite hopes of a revival among 
? inframental of the confolation | us. ‘Thefe hopes were as often 
‘ and quickening of multitudes, and | blafted, by a reiura to indiffer- 
: of bringing glory to God through | ence 5 no abiding effect was pro- 
} ‘he thankfgiving of many. duced, and fears arofe that God 
- Chriftians who havelong mourn- | had “ commanded the clouds to 
‘ ed with Zion, clothed in fack- | rain no rain upon us,’ and deter- 
+ cloth, are gladdened to fee her | mined to leave us to perifh togeth- 
putting on her beautiful garments, | er in our fecurity and hardnefs. 
to fee the cords of her habitation Such was our flate, when in 
“ lengthening and ftakes ftrength- | the fummer of 1801, our affem- 
: ening—to fee her who has been | blies on the fabbath became more 
z confined to narrow limits enlarg- | full and attentive than uffijhy— 
7 ing the bounds of her dwelling, | Chriftians began to fpeak more of 
* and faying, ** the place is too | the things pertaining to the king- 
. trait for me, give place that I | dom of God, and appeared foli- 
Y: may dwell.” citous for the outpouring of the 
* I am therefore induced to fend | fpirit. In O@ober the attention 
> you a brief ftatement of what | had confiderably increafed, reli- 
* God has wrought among us. gion became the general theme 
The inhabitants of this town, | of converfation, a number were 
‘i near the clofe of the year 1778, | known to be under conviction, 
- fettled their firft minifter, who | and feveral had received confola- 
* has continued with them to this | tion. About this time a {mall 
r time. For more than twenty- | number agreed to meet for reli- 
o two years from that fettlement | giousconference—others obtained 
i oily 37 perfons joined the church, | knowledge of it, and contrary to 
ir excepting members of other chur. | expectation, people affembled to 
3 ches who came among us. Inno | the numberof so or 60. From 
J rearmore than 6 made a public | this time three religious meetings 
ss profeflion of religion, and in fome | were holden in a week, in differ- 
y intances, an interval of 3 or 4] ent parts of the town, befides 
si years has taken place, in which | thofe on the Lord’s day, through: 
h ao one has made fuch profeffion. | the winter and fpring, and two. 
of Yet the people were, by no means, | through the fucceeding fummer 
¥ remarkable for open vice and ir-| and autumn. Every meeting, 
, regularity. Our affemblies on | whether on the fabbath or other 
r the fabbath were decent, and | days, was attended by large num- 
He ionmtimes appeared with great fo- | bers. ‘The folemn ftillnefs—tire 
r <mnity, But a deep {pire of | fober and cager looks of the au- 
fe uumber and awful fecurity feemed | dience, and filenttears of fome, be- 
r al the while to prevail; many | fpoke the anxiety of their hearts 
vrofeffors of religion, if not pro- | and their defire togain inftrudtion. 
‘ane, were unwatchful, and feem- | In the cold feafon, and when the 
™ t foating with the general tide palling was very bad, people would 
Z of thoughtlefsnefs and {piritual | go three or four miles to attend 
‘by _ Showers of divine grace | a religious meeting in the evening, 
a iad been poured down oa everal and through an exercife of two 
. vt the neighboring towns, which | hours, or two and a half, difcover 
m ‘or a feafon, appeared to gain | no fymptoms of drowlinefs or 
eal “ig attention of fome, and cx- |! wearinefs; hut appeared as if re- 
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lu&ant to have the exercifes clof- 
ed, when the hour came beyond 
which propriety forbad their con- 
tinuance ; for it was judged ex- 
pedient that the meetings fhould 
never be holden till a late hour. 
For about 13 months, I attended 
all the meetings, and can witnefs 
that great order and decency have 
been uniformly maintained. None 
have been forward to {peak ; but 
all earneft to hear. No outcries 
hayefieen heard—no uncommon 
geftures, or bodily affections, 
have been feen. Solemn and fi- 
lent attention has prevailed during 
the exercifess then all have retired 
quietly to their dwellings. 

The awakening has embraced 
perfons of all ages from eighteen 
to upwards of feventy years ; but 
the greateft number is among the 


youig and middle aged we ti of 


familics. 62 have made a public 


profefiion of religion (ef whom | 


24 are males and 38 females) 
fince the revival in this place. 
A. confiderable number more have 
obtained a hope of their renova- 
tion, who have not yet offered 
themfelves to the church. 

The work has been on the de- 


cline for a number of months, but | } 


the Spirit feems not wholly with- 
drawn; his convincing infuence 
appears on here and there an in- 
dividual, like the feattering drops 
of rain after a fhower.—AZay he 
revive us again as in monibs pa/l, 
i Is hoped, is the prayer of many. 
With refpect to the general 
nature of the work it may be re- 
marked, that pertons under con- 
viction, mott of them, have not 
been exercifed with great terrors 
and fears of wrath. A fenfe of 
their jutt defert of wrath, indeed, 
they have exprefled 5 yet the fear 
of eternal punifhment appeared to 


affeél them ie than the fenfe 
they had 
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ners, and the wretchednefs arifing 
from hearts at enmity with God 
and oppofed to his government, 
Nor have they gotten relief til] 
this oppofition has been done a. 
way, in the day of his power, and 
they have been brought to fur. 
render themfelves to the entire 
difpofal of a fovereign God; 2 
leaft, this has been their profef. 
fion, generally. 

Thofe who have obtained 2 
Chriftian hope, uniformly profefs 
a conviction of the entire depravi- 
ty of their hearts—the juttice of 
the law which condemns them— 
the fovereignty of God in the dif. 
penfation of his favors—their 
need of the fan¢tifying influences 
of his Spirit to create them anew 
to good works—their conttant de. 
pendance on his grace to keep 
them from falling, and to enable 
them to bring forth fruits of ho- 
linefs—the utter infufficiency of 
their own righteoufnefs, the all. 
fufficiency of the Redeemer’s, and 
the neceflity of faith and repent: 

ance to obtain the benefits of his 

atonement. They appear to have 
found in religion, a new kind of 
nappanehs, far fuperior to any they 

iad formed an rea of before. 
Parents difcover a new folicitude 
to have their children inftructed 
in the doétrines of the gofpel, 
are more careful te bring 
their houfehold with them to the 
fan¢tuary of the Lord.—God is 
daily worfhipped in many fam- 
lies, who never before called on 
his name. In the public worthip, 
which they efleemed a wearinefs, 
they now profefs de! light—thofe 
divine fervices which ufed to ap- 
pear long and tedious, now feem 
too fhort, and they regret when 
mney. are Yet, notwith- 
ftanding any promiling appearat- 
ces, general obfervation forbids 


en ded. 


ad vilenefg as iin- the fuppofition that there are 0 
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tares with the wheat. The Lord 
only knows thofe who are his. 
But we humbly hope there is a 
goodly number, -whofe tried faith 
will be found unto praife and 
honor and glory at the appearing 
of Tefus Chrift. 

The triumphs of divine grace 
have been fignally manifeit in 
fome cafes, where proud and 
haughty fcorners, defpifers of that 
which is good, open fcoffers at 
religion in, general, and the work 
of grace among us, in particular, 
have been made to tremble at a 
view of their guilt, and boldly, 
and, it is hoped, cordially ef- 
poufe the caufe they fought to 
deftroy.—T his is the Lord’s do- 
ing—“ Our mouths fhall fpeak 
his praife ; and let all flefh blefs 
his holy name for ever and ever.” 

With the beft wifhes for your 
fuccefs in every attempt to ad- 
vance the kingdom of our com- 
mon Lord, I am, &c. 

Gersuom C, Lyman. 
Marlborough, July 4, 1803. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


Extra@ of a Letter from the Rev. 
Foserx Bavoer, Miffionary in 
New Connedtcut, dated Can- 
FIELD, Fuly 19, 1803. 

“ Taking into view the pro- 
greflive attention to religion in the 
Ohio and Erie Prefbyteries, the 
extraordinary circumftances at- 
tending the work, and the clam- 
our raifed againit it by enemies, 
full of fubtlety and unrighteouf- 
nefs againit the truth, 1 deter- 
mined to fpend two fabbaths, at- 
tending a facramental feafon in 
cach Prefbytery. Friday, June 
17, rode to Mount Pleafant 22 
miles and lodged. Saturday rode 
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Salem 10 miles, a congrega- 
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tion about 3 miles eaft of this 
ftate line, and 5 miles from the O- 
hio river; Rev. Thomas Hughs, 
paftor. The people were con- 
vened about two o’clock in a tall, 
fhady grove, where was prepared 
a tent or pulpit, at the foot of an 
afcending ground, and where 
were arranged feats and fheds on 
each fide and in front ; in the 
centre were placed two tables 


about forty feet in len with 
feats. At this time, a ur 
or five hundred were together, 


and behaved as though eternity 
was in their view. I preached to 
them from Luke xi. 21, 22. Seve 
eral fell in time of prayer, and 
more in time of fermon; fome: 
were greatly agitated, cried out 
fuddenly as they fell, and fora few 
moments: ftruggled violently, but 
were immediately taken care of 
by thofe who fat near them ;— 
after flruggling a few moments, 
they lay for hours more refem- 
bling a dead corpfe, than living 
creatures. Others fell without 
noife or ftruggle, and fome as 
fuddenly as if they were dead. 
Others difcovered deep diftrefs 
without noife or falling. At eve- 
ning Mr. Wick preached ; as the 
air was dry and ftill, candles were 
lighted and ftuck up on trees and 
fhed poits, fufficient to enlighter 
the whole congregation. The fer- 
mon, feveral prayers, and finging 
of hymns leagthened out the exer- 
cife until about one o’clock, when 
many retired ard teok a little 
fleep.—I flept about three hours. 
Many of the diftreffed and others 
did not leave the place. In the 
morning, two or three hundred 
attended family worfhip at the 
tent—Until ten, the time was 
fpent in finging hymns and pray- 
er, the pious people leading in 
the worfhip;—then public exer- 


cife began. Mr. Wick preached 5 
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there-were many fell. Mr. Hughs | and good order univerfally pre. 
fenced the tables, after which a | ferved, except in a few low bred 
pfalm was fung, and the commu- | people, who ftalked about at a 
nicants went finging to the tables. | refpectful diftance from the affem. 
—The tables were ferved three | bly. Thofe who were diftreffed 
times, at which 180 perfons com- | complained much of their heart 
muned. One perfon at the table, | being hard, and viewed themfelves 
was fo deeply affeted with a view | totally oppofed to God, and in 
of divine truth as to be una-| imminent danger of eternal ruin. 
ble to go from it without help. | Thofe who had obtained hopes, 
In time of fermon and feafon of ; fpoke of the purity of the law; 
communing, many new inftances of the nature and tendency of fin; 
of n took place. I preach- ; of the juftice of God in the con 
ed Zain about 4 o’clock from , demnation of the finner, with pro. 
Heb. ii. 3, after which about an , priety.—Many feemed to lofe all 
hour was fpent in taking fome | fenfe of their own danger, and to 
refrefhment ; and the focial ex- | be fwallowed up in views of the 
ercifes of finging and prayer were juftice and gloy of the divine gove 
attended until near midnight, at ernment. The plan of falvatiop 
which time I preached again from in the gofpel appeared to them 
Luke xiii. 3, and then difmiffed , excellent, in that God was exalt- 
the affembly at about two in the | ed, and the creature abafed, and 
morning. A number of us re- | in that it is afalvation from fin. 
tired to a cabin méeting houfe and | After the exercifes were ended a 
lay down in our loofe coats and | le&ture was appointed for me to 
flept about three hours : But the | preach next day at 12, at Bever 
great body of the people contin- | townfhip ; rode to the place and 
ued in prayer and finging through | lodged ; preached next day to 
the night. They fang principally | about fifty people, and rode, after 
hymns from Hartford Colleétion, | preaching, 15 miles, to a place 
of which the ferious people are | where a Mr. Cook was to be 
very fond. A gentleman of edu- | ordained by the Prefbytery the 
cation and of medical {kill, attend- | next day. 
ed through the whole feafon ap- | “© June 23. Prefbytery metat 
parently candid, believing he could ; 8 this morning, and after examin- 
account for all the extraordinary | ation of the candidate, a fermon 
exercifes on philofophical princi- | was preached by Mr. Boyd, con- 
ples. But on Monday morning | taining orthodox fentiments, and 
he acknowledged his error, and | pertinent to the occafion. Mr. 
declared himfelf fully convinced | Cook was then fet apart to the 
that it was, in the main, the work | work of the miniftry and to the 
of God. Rev. George Scott | palloral charge of the congrega- 
came in the morning from his | tion, by laying on of the hands 
houfe 12 miles dittance, and | of the Prefbytery and prayer. In 
. preached the firit fermon on Mon- | this congregation the attention is 
day, and Mr.Hughs preached the | confiderable—many were in tears 
fecond and difmiffed the affembly | and feveral fell in the time of the 
about three in the afternoon. It | exercife. From the minifters con- 
was thought on the fabbath that | vened on this occafion, we were 
the aflembly amounted to nearly | informed that the awakening had 
twothoufand. There was decency | become pretty general in ten cons 
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gregations on this fide of the riv- 
er. Twelve minifters are now 
fettled north of the Ohio waters 
in Pennfylvania—thefe with Mr. 
Wick and myfelf in this county, | 
from the Erie Prefbytery. There 
are fixteen congregations newly 
formed within the bounds of this 
Prefbytery, who are feeking for 
fupplies, and feveral for candi- 
dates to fettle with them ; but 
there are not more than two or 
three licentiates on this fide the 
mountain. Several congregations 
will probably be formed in this | 
county within another year. Af- 
ter attending to prefbyterial bufi- 
nefs until the fun was down, we 
adjourned, and rode ten miles to- 
wards Georgetown, and lodged 
with a plain, pious family, with 
whom I had fome acquaintance. 
“ Thurfday 24. Rode to Mill 
Creek 22 miles, and fouth of the 
Ohio fix. Called on Mr. Scott 
minifter of that place, and lodged. 
Serious attention in his congrega- 
tion pretty general, but a number 
of bitter oppofers. Mr. Scott 
was educated at Princeton col- 
lege, is a fenfible, found preach- 
er. Next day rode to Mr. 
M‘Curdy’s, in the congregation 
where the attention began laft fall, 
and in company with Mr. Scott 
who was going to affift at the 
Crofs Creek facrament.—-Here 
received the pleafing account of 
the hope and comfort of the old 
man 103 years old, mentioned in 
my letter lait November. He 
obtained a comfortable hope, 
made profeflion of religion, at- 
tends public worfhip, is able to 
walk feveral miles on the fabbath 
to the place of meeting, and 
gives comfortable evidence of real 
friendfhip and union to Chrift. 
Neither great nor old finners out- 
reach the bounds of fovereign 





grace. He who gare an Ifanc ta 
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Sarah when paft age, can with 
equal eafe bring little ones to Je- 
fus, who have lived in fin an hun- 
dred years. Saturday rode to 
Crofs Creek, a congreation under 
the care of Mr. Marcus. People 
were gathering from all quarters 
—probably a thoufand were now 
upon the ground ; about twenty 
large five horfe waggons were 
ftanding, with as many more large 
tents pitching around the gather- 
ing aflembly, many hom 
were now occupied in {peaking 
to each other of the rifing glory 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom in 
this weftern world, and others 
finging hymns fuitable to the oc- 
fion. 

* « About 3 P. M. the noife of 
pitching tents and other prepa- 
tion work ceafed ; the affembly, 
who were now the largeft by far 
I had ever feen, convened for fo- 
cial worfhip, took feats; they 
covered more than half an acre of 

und. I was ited by Mr. 

rcus to preach ; it appeared to 
me I fhould not be able to {peak 
fo as to be heard ; but I made 
the trial from 1 Cor. i. 18. The 

ple were very folemn, atten- 
tive and ftillthrough the exercifes, 
excepting thofe who fell and cried 
out. By {peaking flow and dif- 
tingly, with a loud voice, they 
could hear. Among the‘number 
that fell, there was a ftout, hearty 
looking man, whofe diftrefs con« 
tinued, with very little intermif- 
fion, and fo as to render him to- 
tally incapable of taking care of 
himfelf until Monday evening, 
when I left the congregation.— 
After fermon, the people made 
all further arrangements neceflary 
to ftay on the ground through 
the occafion, and took refrefh- 
ment. The place of meeting was 
convenient, and rendered comfort- 


able with light fheds and feats 
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covering nearly an acre of ground. 
The air was clear and dry—and 
as the day-light withdrew, candles 
were lighted, and placed fo as to 
give light to the whole congrega- 
tion. The evening exercifes then 
began, in finging, prayer and dif- 
courfes from two of the minitters; 
truths appeared to fall with 
weight, and convictions to be 
promoted. About twelve, I re- 
tired with Mr. Marcus, and had 
a few hours fleep; but the elders 
from feveral congregations tarried 
with the affembly, the greater 
part of whom continued in this 
camp of the Lord through the 
night. Sabbath morning I re- 
turned to the tent, at about eig 

Here this great family were th 

engaged in woilhip. Mr, Scott 
led. They fang a hymnjifie read 
and explained a chapter and then 
prayed ; there was then an inter- 
val till ten ; but finging of hymns, 


converfing and prayer were carried 
on in parte affembly, by 
pious people,” the whole time.— 
The firft fermon was preached by 
Mr. James Hughs, who was ed- 
ucated at Princeton college, N. 
J. and isan excellent preacher.— 
Mr. Patterfon fenced the tables, 
after which, while finging a pfalm, 
about one hundred and thirty 
communicants took their feats at 
the tables. He then confecrated 
the elements and adminiftered to 
them; after thefe were ferved, 
while another pfalm or hymn was 
finging, they left the tables and 
others filled them. After the 
firft table, Mr. Scott took a fla- 
tion about twenty rods diftant 
and preached to a large aflembly 
while the other tables were fery- 
ing ; and then the fpeakers at the 
tables could not be heard by one 
half of the furrounding aflembly. 
The tables were filled fix times, 

-Lout eight hundred com- 
There were two in- 
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ftances of perfons being fo over. 
come with views of the Saviour’s 
love, as to render them incapa. 
ble of going to the table without 
help, or fupporting themfelves on 
their feat. It feemed as though 
the language of the Spoufe ref. 
peCting Chrift was felt and a&ed 
out; I fat down under his 
fhadow with great delight, and 
his fruit was {weet to my tafte. He 
bro’t me to his banqueting houfe 
and his banner over me was love,” 
The fweet and lovely frame Chrif- 
tians appeared to be in, the meek. 
nefs and humblenefs of mind, 
exceeded any thing I ever faw 
before ; it helped me to get fome 
faint ideas of what the faints will 
enjoy, when they come to fee the 
King in his beauty, and _ be pref- 
ent at his table without fin, or 
flefh to intercept their fight. At 
the clofe of the facrament, there 
was an intermiffion of half anhour, 
and then Mr. Patterfon preached 
afhort fermon and difmiffed the 
aflembly until candle-lighting. It 
was thought about five thoufand 
people attended on this day ; and 
but few went away at night ;— 
the order and decency of the af- 
fembly exceeded any thing I ever 
faw. Thofe that fell were taken 
care of without any necdlefs buf- 
tle—the outcries of the diftreffed 
prevented fome near them. from 
hearing fora few moments ; but 
their expreffions refpeéting their 
hard hearts, “ Oh, my hard im- 
penitent heart, wt is harder thana 
rock, I have finned againft the light 
of God’s word, and againfi the 
faithful warnings of Chrifl’s minif- 
ters ; Ihave finned againft my par- 
ents: I have crucified Chrift ; I 
am the greateft of finners ; Oh, my 
heart my heart, my hard, impenitent 
heart, it will not repent! How 
can fuch a finner as I am ever be 
faved?’ And fuch like expref- 
fions, uttered apparently under 
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the moft keen fenfations of what 
they expreffed; were loud preach- 
ing, and in many inftances had 
the effet to awaken others. In 
fomé inftances they would cry out 
likea dying perfon, with a feeble 
voice, ** Ob, do pray for me, I am 
inp) finking down to bell !” 


“ The evening exercifes began ° 


with finging and prayer ; feveral 
of the minifters {poke in turn with 
propriety and clearnefs on the 
doctrines of grace. Some of the 
minifters continued through the 
night, and but few of the people 
went away. After refrefhment 
was had in the morning, which 
thofe who tarried brought with 
them, and family worfhip was 
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ended, at ten a fermon excellent- | 


time, from Sabbath evening until 
| Tuefday morning, two hundred 
_perfons at a time, unable to fup- 
| port or take care of themfelves. 
The enemies of religion, fay this 
cannot be the work of God, for 
the Bible gives no account of 
fuch things. But when alk Ifrael 
faw the fire come down and con- 
fume the facrifice and the altar, 
on which Elijah offered facrifice ; 
i they fell on their faces, and 
| they faid, the Lord he is the God, 
the Lord he is the God.” The 
| difciples in the fhip, were terrified 
| and cried out for fear, when they 
faw Chrift walking on the water. 
| Paul fell to the ground under 
conviction, when going to 


afcus. The jailer trembled 












ly adapted, from, ‘¢’The fummer and fell n before Paul and 
is paft, the harveft is ended and } Silas, a id, what fhall I do? 


we are not faved,”? was preached | —It is ff 


by Mr. John Anderfon, educated 
in North Carolina, and a_ native 
of that ftate. It was then my 
lot to preach again, which I at- 
tempted from, ** I have fpread 
out my hands all the day unto a 
rebellious people,” &c. After 
prayer and finging, the people 
were difmiffled, about three P. M. 
expecting they would moftly re- 
tire : but it was thought, nearly 
two thoufand kept their places, 
as though the religious exercifes 
were but jult commencing, many 
of them totally unableto go away, 
or take care of themfelves. It 
was neceflary for fome of the 
minifters to go away; three of 
us went; but as there were two 
came in time of the laft fermons, 
on their way to Prefbytery, to 
be convened the next day, there 
were five left, who tarried with 
the people until Tuefday morn- 
tng, when the affembly broke up. 
It was thought by fome who paf- 
ved, through the congregation, 
‘hat there were, fome part of the 





fo that only perfons 
of ignorance, weak nerves and 
intelle&ts, fall. But men of ftrong 
minds, and of learniggaiiig the vig- 
OF of life and sal go 
down, like other people. I will 
mention one ‘inftance, without 
naming the gentleman, who at- 
tended on a facramental feafon, I 
think the firft fabbath in June, 
declaring to the minifters and 
others, that he could by his med- 
ical fkill, and on philofophical 
principles, account for all the ex- 
traordinary exercifes. He faid 
none but weak women and per- 
fons of weak nerves were made to 
fall; but if fome ftout, healthy, 
brawney built man fhould fall, he 
fhould think it fomething above 
human art. It was fo ordered 
that he had the moft fair trial. 
Some time in the meeting, he 
found himfelf alarmed from his 
fecurity, and inftead of philofo- 
phizing on others, was conftrain- 
ed to attend to his own foul— 
his ftrength was fo far gone he 
could not efcape,—afked fome 
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near him to carry him out, which 
they did immediately —when they 
had got him out of hearing, ‘04, 
carry me back, he fays, God is here, 
I cannot get away from Ged. I 
know now that I am in God's 
hands, this is God’s work ?’?— 
They carried him back into the 
aflembly, trembling and feeble as 
a dying man. In time of inter- 
miflion many gathered round to 
hear what he would now fay: 
«© Oh, I have lived 47 years an 
enemy to God. I have been in 
fome of the hotteft battles, and 
never knew what it was to have 
my heart palpitate with fear ; but 
now I am all unftrung: I have 
eut off limbs with a fteady 
and now I cannot hold this 


fill if might have rd. I 
know this is not Bs: of 
men. I feelthat I n God’s 
hands, aid that he willtdo with 
me juft what he pleafes.”—At 


another tj ter hearing one 
the mini inting out the 
cellency of Chrift, and inviting 


r, diftreffed finners to come to 
Chrift, he fays, * Oh, I am dead, 
how can a dead man come to 
Chrift 2’? The laft fabbath in June 
I faw him at Crofs Creck, he 
faid he thought at fome times, 
he could fee a little, how God 
could fave through Jefus Chrift, 
fuch a finner as he was, but moft 
of the time he was in total dark- 
— 


Ordination of the Rev. Tzomas 
Roseins. 


At a meeting of the North Confoci- 
ation, of Litchfield County, at 
the Houfe of the Rev. Ammi. R. 
Robbins iu Norfolk, Fuly i9, 
1803. 


Mr. Smith was chofen Mode- 
rator and Mr. Starr, Scribe.— 
The Confociation being conven- 
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ed, by Letters miffive from the 
Moderator of the laft Confocia, 
tion, for the purpofe of ordainip 
Mr. Thomas Robbins, a Candi. 
date for the Gofpel Miniftry, ag 
an Evangelilt, refolved itfelf into 
an ordaining Council ; which way 
then opened with Prayer by the 
Moderator. 

Sundry Letters and Votes re. 
lative to faid ordination, were 
then read which are as follow. 


No. I. 

Letter from the Secretary of tk 
Truftees of the Miffionary Society 
of Connedicut to the Moderato 
of the North Confociaticn ¢ 
Litchfield County. 


Hartford, June 27, 1803, 

Rev. Sir, 
The Truftees of the Miffion. 
ary Society of ConfeGicut at 
their meeting in May lait, ap. 
poifited Mr. Thomas Robbins, a 
Candidate for the miniftry, to go 
on a miffion to the County of 
Trumbull, State of Ohio; and 
deeming: it expedient that if he 
accepted the appointment, he 
fhould be ordained previous to his 
entering on the miffon, voted that 
the North Confociation of Litch- 
field County fhould be requelted 
to ordain him, as you will fee by 
the inclofed Votes. Mr. Rob- 
bins has fignified his acceptance, 
and in purfuance of the vote of 
the Truftees, I now write to re- 
queft you to take meafures to con- 
voke the Confociation with that 
“view, as foon as fhall be judged 
expedient. You will pleafe to m- 
form me by Letter of the time 
and place of the meeting of the 
Confociation, that I may give in- 
formation to the Delegates ap- 
pointed by the Trutitees. 
Yours with much refpeét, 

Ase Fuint, Secretary te 

the Board of Trufters. 
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No. II. 
Votes of the Truflees of the Mif- 
fionary Society of Conne&icut re- 
“fered to in the preceding Letter. 


At a meeting of the Truflees of the 
Miffionary Society of Conneticut 
at Hartford May 11, 1803, 


Mr. Thomas Robbins, a Can- 
didate for the miniftry, was ap- 
appointed a Miffionary for the 
Term of one year, unlefs fooner 
recalled by the Board, to labor in 
the County of Trumbull, State 
of Ohio. 

Voted, That if the faid Mr. 
Robbins fhould accept of his 
appointment, the North Confoci- 
ation of Litchfield County, 


requefted to ordain him previ 
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Ohio, and after confulting my 
Parents and other friends, I have 
thought it my duty to accept the 
fame. The tafk I am fenfible is 
an arduous one, and I am ready 
to fay, “Who is fufficient for 
thefe things.” But when I re- 
fle&t on the encouraging promife, 
“¢ Lo I am with you always,” I 
feel emboldened to enter on the 
work. I defire to commit my- 
felf to the difpofal of an holy 
Providence, and hope to be made 
a feeble inftrument in the ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom. I hope for the prayers 
of the Truftees, and all friends of 
miffions, that I may be faithful, 


t my labors in the new and 
ute Settlements, in the wil- 
to his entering on the miffion, efs, may not be wholly in vain. 


the work of the gofpel miniftry ; 
particularly as an Evangelift, to 
itinerate as a Miffionary. 

Voted, Thatin cafe faid Con- 
fociation fhould confent to ordain 








the faid Mr. Robbins, ifou 
Examination he fhould be judge 
qualified for the work, the Ho 
Aaron Auftin, the Rev. Do&or 
Perkins, and the Rev. Abel Flint 
be requefted to attend as a Dele- 
gation from this Board to affift 
in the ordination. 
A true Copy, 
Aiteft, ' 
Ase Fuint, Secretary. 


No. III. 


Mr. Thomas Robbins’ anfwer of 
acceptance of his app intment as 
Miffionary. 


Norfolk, June 21, 1803. 
Rev Sir, 

After maturely and prayerfully 
deliberating on the fubje& of my 
appointment, by the Trruftees of 
the Miffionary Society of Con- 
necticut to take a miffion to: the 














—A to the requeft of 
I confent to receive: 


ious to entering on 







Wifhing that t orable 
rend ruftees 


ay have a divi g to at- 


. | tend all their labors and exertions 


inthe miffionary caufe, I fub- 
fcribe myfeif their moft obedient 
fervant, 
Tuomas Rosains. 

To the Rev. Abel Flint, 

Secretary to Truftees 

of the Miflionary Socie- 

ty of Connneéticut. 


The Honorable Aaron Auttin, 
the Rev. Doctor Perkins and the 
Rev. Abel Flint, Delegates from 
the Board of Truftees were invi« 
ted to join the Council. 

Alfo the Rev. Nathan Strong, 
D.D. and the Rev. Meffrs. Hyde, 
Shepherd, Cleveland and Turner 
being prefent, were requeiled to 
fit with the Council. 

. The Council then proceeded to 
examine Mr. Robbins refpeCting 





County -of Trumbull, State of 


his knowledge of the dotrines of 
t 


2 
aoe wee Fpl a 
. 






































120 


Chriftianity ; his belief in thefe 
do@trines, his ability to teach 
them to others, his experimental 
acquaintance with the truth, his 
views in entering on the work of 
the miniftry, his qualification for 
a miffionary, and his motives for 
entering into that fervice ; and 
gaining full fatisfaftion on thefe 
points,—Voted unanimouily, to 
confecrate him to the work of 
the miniftry, with peculiar refer- 
ence to his laboring as a miffiona- 
ry in the new fettlements in the 
county of Trumbull, ftate of O- 
hio ; and that the folemnity of 
his ordination be attended at the 
meeting houfe in this place to- 
morrow at eleven o’clock A 

Voted, That the feveral 
of the ordination fervige be 
formed by the follo aftors: 

The Rey. Abel 
the introduCtory Pra e Rev. 
Nathan Strong, D. D. té’preach 


the Sermoms. the Rev. Samuel 
Mills t the confec 
Prayer ; which the Rev. 


Meffrs. Robbins, Mills, Perkins 
aud Hooker to lay on hands. 

The Rev. Ammi R. Robbins 
to give the Charge; the Rev. 
Nathan Perkins, D. D. to give 
the Right Hand of Fellowtfhip ; 
the Rev. Afahel Hooker to make 

the concluding prayer. 

Paffed in Council, 

Attett 

Peter Srare, Scribe. 












On Wednefday July 20, 1803, 
the Rev. Thomas Robbins, in 
purfuance of the above vote, was 
fvlemnly confecrated to the work 
of the miuiilry in the prefence of a 
ferious and attentive audience. 


Auguft 23. 


Do. 


Poetry. 


make | 
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After the minutes of the Coun. 
cil were read, the queftions ufual 
on fuch occafions were propofed, 
and the cuftomary religious fer. 
vices were performed. Do@or 
Strong preached from Matthew 
XXVill. 19, 20. 


fs 


POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 


The Majefy of God, and Faith in bim, 
Habakkuk, chap. iii, 


EEP filence all ! Behold the Lord, 
‘The God of heav’n appears ! 
His glory fills the heav’n of heav’ns, 
The earth his glory wears. 


The peftilence before him walks, 
Bright fires furround his feet ; 

| The mountains at his prefence See, 
The bending hills retreat. 


He ftands and circumfcribes the earth, 
| Looks forth—the nations break, 

| Proud Cuthan feels his juft rebuke, 
The tents of Midian fhake. 


The trembling rocks behold and riv’s, 
Like rattling hail-ftones pour, 

The floods divide—the waters flow, 
The deep is heard to roar. 


The finking fun delays its beams, 
The changing moon ftands ftill ; 
The deadly fhaft the glitt’ring {pear, 
Make hatte to do his will. 

1 faw—and terror feiz'd my foul! 

1 heard—:y bones decay’d; 

My quiv’ring lips befought the Lord, 
‘The Lord his vengeance ftay’d. 

Now tho’ the fig no more fhall bloom, 
Nor fruit enrich the Vine ; 

‘the fields forbear their meat to yield, 
Nor flocks nor herds be mine. 





Yet in the Lord will I rejoice, 

My refuge and my prop ; 

Stull will I yoy in God my fltrength 
| My everlafting hope. 





Donations to the Mijfionary Society. 
From a Friend of Mifiions, 
Do. 


1 Dollar. 
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